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Thouth the Lord gime you the bread of aduer ſi itie, and the water of 

aff tion, yet ſnail net thy Teachers be remoned into a corner any more 5 
but thine eyes ſhail ſee thy Teachers. 


78Y * 
Ye 


| LL. ONDO N, | 
Printed by Þbhn Haviland for William Bladen, at hel | 
great North doore of Þ a v x 5: 1623. } 


— 


D—— _— EE 


Op 


"Y __ OC EIT OT TIE III — _—_ ——— 
—_ ; . _ 
* 


| noured Lord: all the graces of Gods King- | 


/TO THE WORTHIEST 


GENTLEWOMAN, AND MOST: 
verruous Matron, M** Anne BiLrsoOx, 


the true widow of that famous and molt lear- 
|nedPrelare, my L. B11 s0n, late Biſhopof Wincheſter, 
and one of his Maiefties moſt honourable Priuie Counſel), 

my ſometimes moſt louing Patron, and thrice ho- | 


j 


dome in this world, and the glories 
of it in another. 


L2( a3n0t more abbor flatterie,thay your 
E821 jclfe will flie at the very ſbadow of, 
& it ; as Malcs at the fight of the Ser- 

8 pcnt. But grue not backe, it wo ſuch 
= terrible obieft, which here 1 offer t0 
your cies. Itubuta rod, and that a gracious ane, 
Gods blefling ro our Nation cucn in Blaſting, 
and his mercy in Mildew. Thu 1 hauc ſomewhat 
ouer-boldly aduentured 10 caft in your may before ye 


| Pere aware of it. But you know to take it vpby the 


A 2 | true | _ 
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FI | The Epiſtle Ws: + 
'ruyz end, watch #r io to(4 fie mine -onfained reuer cu; HEAR 

| and reſp:&, both :0 your ſeife, and to the memorie'of Fal 

that moj} honour able man, that is gone before Vs-into er 

hy Malters io y. 1 cou/d not ſatiifie my [elfe, if in th-| fear 

| dedication of theſ e my firſt labours of thu kinde, 1 did out 4 

| | not charge themn,n the firſt place to vift that Familie, 7 wp 4 
| 0 which (as Goas inſtrument ) I muſt referre the | we. 

| | greateſt part of my worldly encouragements, or vn __ 
| dergoe the cenſure of the ninc thac returned no\ 2 as 
with thankes. Two poore mites theſe are, 0 | [ihe 

| which neither the Lords treaſurie,nor your [elf- » bauc beet 
| any ſuch need, but that they might well be ſpared ; yet| 08, 
| ' | bz that accepted the Widowes, gines me _ that _ 
| neither he, nor the Widow will reie& mie. 1 ſpeak. ea, 

nos this in confidence of their worth ( for ſlender they ata 

muſt needs be, that are ſpunne moſt out of mine owne me t 

| meditations ) but inregard of his goodae(ſe, that hath a "_ 

giuen:you yours, and by hi merciful acceptation of |. vu 

our ſmalleſt endeuours done in truth, teacheth vs not| ight 

to deſpiſe one onother's ſeruices, or offices of loue. Thad | |**** 

Ocean of bis neuer exhauſted bounty, likes it well, beau | 

| that to hut glorie we ſhould refund whatſocuer good) 1 CON 

we baue receiued by hit grace, be itleſſe or more. The| More 

ſmalleſt drops of (uch raine when they fall into that of th, 

ſea, finde no leſſe welcome, thas the deeplieſ} charged lyder 

FIMET. s. 1ou defire ( 1 know ) to imitate the heauenly not Ie 

ls WT ather Us | 
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Father,of whom we muſt all be followers,if we will be 
approued children ; and eucn in thu. Therefore 1 
fzare not to preſent you with this ſmall paper-retri- 
bution. It 1 all and the firſt gift that euer 1 tendred, 
either to your ſelfe or to any other : a poore one ( God 


 |wot ) yet a demonſtration of my thankfulneſſe. Gold | 
land Siluer I had none, or had 1 offered for your fa- 
| [yours and my Lords, either before or after that 1 felt 
| [them, 1 amperſwaded that the repulſe would haue | 


beene ſhamefuli, and that too with S. Peters deteſtati- 
0p. Now alſo euen thu my teſtimonie of your goodnes 


ted, than you defired : ſo abundantly doe,you content 


me thinkes,it 11 pittie that vertue ſhould be ſo modeſ} 
4s to loue ob{curity,pnwilling to haue it ſelfe knowne, 

Then Vice ts growne ſo impudent, as nat t0 feare the 
light. If pa:nred cviſages ( wviſards rather ) dare 


beard the cenſure of a ve I view, ſhould natine 
beauty bluſhto ſhzw its face ? Tt your retiredneſſe 


Dedicacory. Ac; | 


towards me, 1 more ( as little as it 11 ) than. you expe- 


jour ſelfe in the [ole ſecrecie of doing well. And yet| 


of the worid ſo wortbily, you cannowehu cheereful- 
lydeuote your [elfe ( as it were) to a more priuate, 


not leſſe pious courſe of life : your former condition} 


| Az3 


commendable, but your contentedne{Je with it,much 
more : in that hauing lined ſometimes in the open eie| 


hay honourable among(tall men; and none( ſauz| 


they} 


| 
1! 
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Acts 8.20, 
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The Epiſtle Dodarory, 
tr! that either know not the Apoſiles precept, or 


neſſeof many, and happie yeeres, with the abundance 
of bu bleſſings, that you may continue to be ( a1 you 
are) a gratious | prefident of pietie aud grauitie to your 
[ex ; along liud mother in Iſrael; the great comfort 


| 


' 


more truly than Cornelia of her Gracchi, Hzc 
ſuntornamenta mea, Theſe are my Tewels, theſe! 
my abilements : Such be they long to your comfort, ſtil 
to Gods glory, whoſe -onerring ſpirit of truth, con- 
dauft you and them, with -vs all, through thu wilder- 
neſſe of finne, to our promiſed Canaan. And ſo Ireſt, 


Your Seruant in 
Chrift Feſm, 


IaMEs ROVWWUANDSON. 


your ſelfe ) but will ſay that your Preſent it as much 
|zo be honoured. The ancient of daiesgiue you ful-| | 


of .your Tvertuous children ; of whons you may ſay | 


' 
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GODS BLESSING 
IN BLASTING, AND 
his mercy in Mildew. 


'Tuez FiRkST| SER MON. 
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HAaCGAT 2, 17. 


I ſmote you With blaſting, and with mildew, and with 
haile, in all the lubours of your bands ; yt ee 


turned not 10 me, ſaith the L o R D. 


Wice I finde this Text in Scrip-' 
ture, and in the ſame words 
almoſt ; hereand in thePropher 
Amos, chap. 4. verl.g. Here they 
mention a correction. vpon the 

Tewes after their returne from Captiuitic ; there, 

2 iudgement ypon the reuolted Tracties, or the 


B ren | 
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I "Oo 1s Bleſims in Buoſing, 


{ for cutting oft their perſons from rhe Tem- 


a 
Ja EI 


Lo — 


ren Tribes. Here the Ikwwes were thus afflicted 
for not building Gods houſe; there the [ raelites 
for (cluſmarically [cauing the worlhip of God. 

houſe. | 

. - Hencethus inferreby che way, it you pleaſe: 


| Ir can be no [cfl> fault ro abandon the Chur oh | 
than not to build it : Nor deſerues it a leſf | 
afflition, not to repaireto the Temple, that: | 
ndrto repaire it. Vnderltand it thus : He hay! 
obſtinately refuſeth to come tothe Churci ( b.| 
he a recuſant Papilt, or Schiſmaticke) ofFend: | 
no leſſe, if not more, than the churle or n11- 
{er that boldobis bandfi lrom contributing to jt 
when there isneed. For the buildings bind ma 
terials of ihe Temple are bur the. body of it. 
but the ſoulc of the Temple is Gods ſeruice in ir 
And ſurely were not tthe couctous man an [d' 

later, as well as the Recufanr, I ſhould le: 
blame him for thutting g vp his wh than other: 


ple. Burt i is hard co ſay whether is the worle; 
| 1999 686 Ipime,pard 8 Ims. Both fo bad, that thete is no 
great choile. 

| Yetthe lewes here in my rext, "hough Es 
with the ſame rods of Blaſtin and Mildew, 
| herewith the Iſratlites, were fmitten in Hos, 


| | { {inned 


1 and his Mercy in Mildew. 


which they ſerued. Burfor the Jwes now re 


——_— 


ſinned not after the like manner. The Tem 
ple was yet ſtanding, when Amos propheſied 
che 1ſraelzes : which happened in the daics of 
leroboam the latter, the fonne of Joaſh the thir- 
reenth King of Tfrael, rwo hundred forty i: 
yeeres betore the defolationof u by the Aſrians, 
or thereabour. So the Iſraelites forlooke not the 
remplefor the ruines of it, but for the rent 
which Troboam the fonne of Nebat had made 
tromthe houſe of Danid ; from whichtimethe 


| 


into the fimilitude of acalfe that eateth haye. Acceſle 
was not denied them, either ro Danids throne 


becauſcthey had broken from the houſe of Da- 
nid, they would breake from Gods houſe too. 
And whereas the Lord had commanded them 
tor publique worthip to reſort to the Temple, 
chey lefr the place Which he bad choſen, and follow- 


ltecred all their piety towards the landing of 
himſclfe ata kingdome ) carried all their ſacri- 
fices to Dan and Bethel; and ſo became more 
brutiſh in cheir ſeruice, | than the Idoll-calues. 


rurned from captiuity, let them be thus farre ex- 


ing their maſter Pilor, Texoboam, ( whoſe poliey] 


were turned Idolaters, and tuned the glory of God| 


for juſtice, orto the Temple for deuotion ; but| 


| E Bz culed; 


pn EEG 


Deur.1 2.6. 
lohn 4. 20, 


an __——o— Mr 


Ezra 4. 24. 


Ezra 1.5. 


| God: Bling in Blaſling, | 


[nimſelte, is plaine, Ezra. 1. 5. Where itis faid, 


— 


cuſed ; If they frequented nor the Temple, they| 
could nor, it being nor yec reedified : If the 
Huilded ir not againe, they had this to ſay 
or t:emſclues, thatthey had begunne to doe! 
c, bur were reſtrained by the letters of Arta- 
xerxes, procured by the malicious ſuggeſtion, & 
it che inftigation of their bad neighbours ; and 
'o0 wereforced ro defilt from the worke till the 
'ccond yeere of Darin king ot Perſia, Exra 4. 
verſ. 24. Yer though thus wee might plead for] 
-h:m, orthey for themſclues, all rhis will nor 
2roue them blameleſſe : Excuſethem it may 4 
fanto,non atoto; It is too narrowa cloake rocoucr 
il cheir nakedneſle, for herein it leaues them 
bare, and open to Gods ſmitings : for being 
Once enioyned tis ta>ke Dy God himfleife, and 
hauing pur their hands vnto it, they {ſhould not 
haue giuen it ouer forany dread of man, Now, 


tharthey were ſet about rhis worke by the Lord 


'hat be raiſed op their ſpirits to build the Temple : to 
wit, he (tirced vp theirs, by his ſpirit, the mors- 
2n whereof they ſhould haue held as a mandar, 
or equiualent to an expreſſe command. 
Whencetheſe concluſions reſult, which we will 
5ut a little more than mention, 


| | 1. Thati 


| _ 


1 


{in (tirring vp our ſpirits to doe his will, would 
be hearkned vnro, and obeyed with conttancie.| - 


cic : further if be an incentiue ynto cuill, it is 


11g 


and bis Mercy in Mildew. E--1 
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| 1. Thartheſacred ſuggeſtions of Gods ſpirit 


For being diuine diQtates, though ſecretly infpi- 
red, they haue an equipollency or equal] weight! 
with the plainelt precepts. Bur how thele are 
diftinguiſhable from diabolicall deluſions, or] 
concupiſcentiall phantaſ:es of men, I haue 
ſhewed- more largely ar another time : onely 
now receiue this ſhort dire&tion ; Whatſocuer 
motion would tranſport thee beyond thy cal- 
ling, or lift vprthy choughrs aboucthe pitch and 


O ' . o = þ 
mcaſure of thy gifts, obſeruc it with a tealous 


not 4 coale from the altar, but ſome wild firecalt} 
igto thine heart, by Satan that old boutefeau.| 


ſlimonie, there is deceit or vanity, falſhood or| 


na >! ; tt 
| Againefrom the former diſcourſe might ariſe} 


O 


| God, as to make vs to defift from them. For, 
Whether it be right mm the fiebt of God, toobey men ra- 
ther than God, tage yee, Afts 4. 19. 


And if.it {peake not according to the Lawend the Te-|. 
hrneſſe,buc no light, no weighrof cruth in it |Efay8.20. 
another inference, as chus : Thar not cuen thef 


|tcrrors and counter-commands of the oreateſt,} 
ſhould ſo interrupt vs in workes enioyued by 


| 


7H w: -- mt 
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Tx 1 God! Bleſiing in Bl mg, 
Bur the maine point, iſſuing from the refe- 
rence of this text as of aparallelco thatin Amos 
mentioned befure, mighr be this : Thar like af- 
fictions in this world oftentimes befall the 
good and the bad ; yea that leſſer eftenders are 
ſometimes chaſtencd as more gricuous ſinners, 
and with the ſame rods : Gods people corre- 
ed as forreiners, truc worſhippers as hated ido- 
laters ; ſfincereproteſſors as back-{l1ding reuol-} 
ters ; Tuda here, as IſraeÞin Amos there ; and ic may | 
be euen now the trueand cheexefull payer of his 
tithes ro God, as the fraudulent and lacrilegivus 
man, and both with Blaſting and Mildew. 
| This docrineis a milke of Gods word to nou-| 
riſh vs with comfortin all our troubles, & ſu. ke 
ir we may from the two brealts of the Scriptures, 
the Old and New Teltament: though wicked 
men by wreſting it wring out bloud, conclu- 
ding thence as thoſe vngodly perſons in Malachi, 
Malaeza4 | and ſaying, It is mTarethen to ſerue God, and what 
profit #5 it to keepe hu commandements ? But w haue' 
[truſt betrer learned Chrilt, than to eſkeeme 
x Tims. [o2incto be godlineſſe, which of it ſelfe is rhe 
| 2reatelt protit; and wee haue better learned his 
Croſle, than to confound oyle with the lees, 
chough both bee preſſed out with the ſame 
: weight, 


PU —_ A — — ——_ 
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cauſe both are vnder the ſame preflure. Whear 


i with that in Amos, bh vs con{ider it init felfe, a: 


| here Tec therod in his owne hand ; and it was 
| Dauids choiſeye know, Let us now f ll into the_ 


it. Ati. t_— — Rees ——_——— — 
— tt. 


an1 ba Meroyi in Mildew. 
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| werghe, and rumbled vp and downe 11 the fante | 


 barcell ; than not to pur a diffcrence (I meane) 
| betweenethe religious and the prophane, be- 


5 wheat, and chaſte is bur chaffe, though botrk 
be beaten out with the ſame flaile, Stay we but 
a litrle Gods ]ciſure,till at his great comming hee 
| purge his floore, and we ſhall diſcerne b-tweene 
the righteous and the Wicked, betweene bim that {rrneth 
God and hm hat ſerueth bim.not. For Terily there 1; 


iudeeth the earth. 
Bur now hauing thus compared bis Text 


a reward for the righteous, donbtleſſe there is a God that | 


it offereth thief rwws things to our meditation : | 
Firftt, Gods mercy in correCting this people, 
I ſmote you with blaſting, and mildew, and baile, in al 
the workes of your hands. Thin, their ohiniacie nn 
\a0t repenting, Net yee have not twned unto mee, 


mercy>; for beſides that all his chaſteningsare 
bur haſtenings of his people to repentance, and | 


that he ſconrgeth enery ſonne Þbom he receineth ;, rl, 


bands of the Lord, (for bis mercies are great) and let, 


{aith the Lord. [ call this correction a worke of | 


a 


Mp—— _— 


Mal.3.18. 


Plal.58. yr, 


| Heb. 12. 6, 


3. SAM 24, 14. 


IP 
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Eſay 63-9. 


Lam.3.22. 


{| vs not fall into the band of man. If I mult becor- 
| rected,let my father himſclfe, and nor his vaſſali| 
chalten me : his hand will not be too heauic on 


Ecchuſ.3. 13, 


{ him, wee are not conſumed , becauſe his compaſs,ons 
faile not ; 1 [mote you. You : and it was bur the} 


{ ſo nurſes with their babes, that firſt ſhew the 


lefling in Blaſting, 


M—_ CR” 


Gols b 


—_ — ooo 


mee, whole heart cannot bur be heauie for mee.] 
In all my troubles the Lord himſelfe is troubled ; Arque 
dolet quoties cogitur efſe ferox. How thould it be 
otherwile ? tor as bis maieſtie, ſuch # his mercie ; 
both are infinite, and cuerlaſting. This Tin my 
Text then hath mercy in ir ; and the next word| 
though ic ſpeake of ſmiting, yer bur of /miting. Ir 


is the Lords mercy, that when we are ſmitten of 


earth which he ſmote, as parents ſtampe vpon 
the ground to fright their wayward children 
lou : not their perſons, but the fruits and profits 
of their fields and vineyards. 14 : not the men 
by d:ſtroying them, but their corne, and wine, 
and oile, that by dimiaiſhing;theſe things, they 
might hauc recourſc vnto their heauenly Fa- 
ther, and ſecke their meat ar God. So mothers 
deale with their little wantons, by taking the 


bread from them which they tread vnder foot : 


breſt, and then pur it vp againe, ro makethem 
ſearch che bolome, and cry for that food which 
formerly | 


i 
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formerly they abuſed. He ſhewed them the. 
breſls of the earth, that ſhould haue nouriſht ther, 
fields ſtanding thicke with corne, oliucs laden 
with their berries, and yines clogged with their 


with blaſting, and mildew, and baile. Nor was it want 
of mercy, by want to teach them the true worth 


hauc ſmitten them with the ſword of the wic- 
ked, whole mercies are crueltie; he might hauc 
trodden their carcaſes as dung on the carth ; or 


flouds of water, (elements that haue no mercy) 
which might haue wade a cleaye riddance of all their 
food ; bur it was only with blaſting, and mildew, and 
baile, which are wont but to diminiſh, nor vt- 
terly to periſh the good things of theland. Fur- 
cher he mighthaus ſmitten = in the pleaſwe 
of their eies, and thefruits of their loyncs, I meanc 
in their wiucs and children.; Yer it was bur in 


they had ſowne, in their Vineyards and Or- 
chards which they had planted, and the like. 
So whether we conſider, Firſt the Author, Sec- 


condly the Act, Thirdly the Obie, Fourthly 


' and his Mercy in Mildew. | 


grapes, and did but fhew them, for be ſmote them | 


and ſobcr vic of thefe things. Nay he might] 


ſparing their liues, he might haue ſcizcd on their| 
|landsand vineyards, with fire from heauen, or 


the workes of their hauds, in their fields which} 


Ezek.24.16, 


S the| 


a8 | Gods Bleſſing in Blaſling, | 
the Inftrumicnts, or Fiftly, the manner of this = 
correction, thereis mercy 1n all. Mercy in the | 
Author (I) a compaſlionate father. Mercy in the 
Act ( Tſmote) not, I conſumed, Mercy inthe Ob- 
ict (20g) and nor immediacly you, bur yours, 
onely your corne,and wine,and oyle, 8&c. Mcr- 
cy in the Inſtruments or rods (Wrtb Blaſting, and 
Mildew, and Haile, ) not with {word, or floud, or 
fire. Laſtly, Mercy in the manner { in the labours 
of your hands) nor in the friends of their boſomes, 
or the fruits of their loynes, but oncly in the 
fruits of theirlands, and orchards, and gardens, 
which their hands had drefſed and planted. So 
this part of my Text ſpeakes of compaſſion 
aad correction, like Dawids Plalme, char (1ngs 
Plal tort. | of Mercy and Judgement, or of a mercitull chaſhiſe- 
| ment; of rods ltcept not in brine, bur in the 
oyle of loue.Yet (alas for their hardnefſe) all chis 
oyle ſoftned not, nor could theſe rods beat them 
hometo him tharſmote them), or bring them to 
a ſerious conf1deration of the cauſe why they 
werethus afflicted : Yet yeereturned not onto me, 
[aith the Lord. | Be, 
Sothen wee haue a generall draught of my 
Text; wherein wee {ce all the parts and 11-| 
neaments of it. Now marke wee what mat- | 
| 


rer 
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and his Mercy in Mildew. 1. 
cer of further obſeruation theſe in their order| 

will afford. , 
And firlt for the Author, T [mote you, /arth the | 1. Author.) 
Lord. Blaſting, and Mildew, and Haile, werebut 
mince inſtruments, I was the mouer, I {trooke 
you withtheſe. The concluſion naturally iſſu- 
ing hence is this: | 
Wharſocuer beethe rods wherewith at any | ; 
time wearechaſtened, for certaine the hand is 
Gods that correcterh ys. Be it dearth, it is he that | Leuic.26. 26. | 
breakes the ſlaffe of bread : or drought, it is he that | Deucar.17. | 
uts the heauens: or deluge, it is he that breakes cop | Gen.7. ur. | 
all the fountaines of the deepe, and ſets open the cata- | = 
rafts or windowes of heauen. Be it fire, it is hethat | 
raines it : or (tormic winde, itis he that ſends it. Be | Gen-t9.24. | 
it carthquake, it is bis preſence that mowes it : or diſ- |vrume 63.3, | | 
aſtrous aſpects of ſtarres and planets, ir is hee 
1 that holds them all in bis hands, that calls them by their | 1ob 38.31, 
| names, that reſtraineth the ſweet influences of the Plei- 
| ades, and looſeth the bands of Orion. Beit plague or | Pa gr.5. 
| peltzlence, they are his arrowes; or war, it is þis | Ecay g.r. 
arme ; Or cnemies,they are his grmies ; for he is the | Efay 9.11. 
Lord of Hoſts, and the ſhields of the World are bis. | Pala79. 
| Briefiy, there is no publique calamitie inflicted 
| 0N man, or othercreatures, of which wee may 

not ſayas the Propherof the Afriantyrantzthat | z6yro.s. 
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"oo + Gods Bleſfing in Blaſting, | 
it is the rodof Gods anger ; though therewith kee 
{trike his children in loue : and a rod (ye know) 


| 
| cannot finite of it ſelfe, valeſle there be an hand 
| [ro yſeit. Nor may all the hands in the world 


| | 


| moue one of theſe rods, if God ſtretch not out 
 hisarme to ſtirre them. And as it is the Lord 


{that ſends corrections in all common troubles, 
| {o is there no priuate affliction thar betiderh any! 
without his prouidence, or withour his harfd, 
chat ſmiteth by it. Therefore Dawd acknow- 
Plalme32.4 |[edgedthus in his fickneſle ; Thine hand is brauy 
[*4lne333- |-opon me: Andagaine, There is no bealth in my fle 
[Elay 38.2, |becauſe of thy diſpleaſure. Therefore Exekiab in his 
diſeaſe had recourſe ro God by prayer : and holy 
| bb bereft of all worldly comforts, thus. poſſelt 
[fob x. his ſoule by patience : The Lord bath ginen,the Lord 
Ir hath taken away, bleſſed be the name of the Lord. Hee 
complaines not of the violence of the Shabeays, |, 
that-drouc away his oxen, nor of che iniultice 
of the Caldeans, that ſtole away his Camels, or of 
the cruelty of both, that ſlew his ſeruants : Nor 
doth he either execrate the fury of the fire, that 
burner vp his ſheepe and thepherds ; orcurle the 
| boiſterouſneſſe of the winde, thatblew downe 
| _ |the houſc,andthere at once both killed and bu- 
| : [riedall hixchildren : Burthus he turnedro _ 
| that 
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| | taken away,&.. The Prophet Ionas, though a very 


|| ſtones at Dauid, with bitter obloquies ( harder 


that ſmore him : 'The Lord hath ginen, the Lord hath 


paſſionate man, ( as appeareth by the concluſ1- 
on of his prophcſic) yetpatiently rooke his de- 
{crued affliction. And whereas the hands of the 
Mariners had heau'd him oucr ſhipboord, heſaies 
it was the Lord that did caſ# him into the bottome 
in the midſ? of the fea. Reuiling Shimei that threw 


to be endured than ſtones themſclues) was yet 
himſclfe bur as a ſtone throwne at Dauid b 
God, and therefore the holy man ſnarled not at 
thatſtone, bur heeded the hand that caſt it ; hee! 
curſetb, ſaith he,becauſe the Lord hath bidden him curſe 
Dauid : Who then dare ſay, Wherefore haſt thou 
done [o. 70 | 
How then may not this juſtly reproue im- 
patient ſpiritsthat ſpend themſelues 1n fretting} 
at the meanes, or men by which.the Lord doth| 
chaſten them : like curlt Maſtiues thar breake 
their tceth in gnawing thoſc'iron chaines 
wherewith their maſters tie them, and in bi- 
ting the ſtafke wherewith he beats them. Doc 
but heare one complaine of. his incurable dil- 


| 


"and bu Aferes in Mildew: | 


caſe contracted ( it may .be) or inflicted vpon} 
him for his intemperancic ; and yet though] 
| Q 1 (accor-| 


Tona. 2. 4 


2 Sam, 16, 10, | 


9.14. / Gods Bleſſing in Blaſting, J 
( according to theFrench proucrbe) be dig op his 
owne grane with his teeth, he will both defame the} 
noble Arrof Phyfſicke, and blame the Phyfiti- 
an which ſhould be honoured; not his ownebad 
dict, not his riot that cauſed the hand of God 
ro.{mite him. Doe but obferue another whom 
the heauy hand of oppreſſion ( as he faith) hath] 
brought low, and heare how hee breakes forth 
into diſmallcurſings, and deepeſt exccrations, 
fetched from: the nethermoſt pir ; as if hee| 
would let looſe the Prince of darkneſfle, and all 
infernall powers againſt thoſe that wrong him: 
yet it may be, by idlencſſe and vnfaithfulneſſe 
in his calling, he hath ſuffered his eſtate ro come 
| to ruine, orhath ler out his ſubſtance by pro- 
digalitic, or whoredome : notwithſtanding all 
his talke is againſtthe iniquitic of men, orthe 
hardneſſe of the times: not willing in the meane 
| time ecitherto remember his owne fins or what 
rSa.2.7. | the Scripture hath ſaid, The Lord maketh poore. 

| Atthis time the Lord hath ſmitten vs in ma- 
ny parts of the land with Blaſting and Mildew. 
| The fulneſſe of our ſinnes, and the empry cares 
of corne, docefearcfully prognoſticace ( © let my 
fcare proue falſc) a hungrie yeare. 
Butif when one ſhall come to 4 mow or an heape of | 
© as twenty | 
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_ and bis Mercy in Mildew. | 15 | 


|:penty meaſures; be ſhall happen to finde but ten, letnor 
therich then complaineof Blaſting, or Mildew; 
nor let the poore cry out vpon cormorants,| 
bur let vs all remember what God faies hcere in. 
our Propher, T /more you ; the rich not vndeſer- 
uedly,and the pooreas worthily; therich forre- 
piningatthe former price, andthe pooreforde-| | 
(piling the former plenty. | 

To ſhut vp this point: Seeing it is our hea- 
uenly Father that ſtriketh, whatſocuer be this 
{courge, with him let vs make our peace,to him 
our repeare. If to the creatures we crie for com-- 
fort, all may anſwer vs, as the King of [/rael to 
the diſtreſſed woman in atime of famine; Seeing 
the Lord doth not ſuccour you, how ſhall wee belpe you 
with the barne or With the Wine-preſſe ? If in our d1{-| > Chro.16.12, 
eaſes with 4a we ſceke firlt to the Phyfatian, or 
goc atall to the god of Ekron with Abaziah, how 
1uſtly may the Lord make our maladies to be 
mortall, as were theirs 2 |If in other diftrefles 
with Sal we haue recourſe ro the Witch at Endor, | : Sam.as 11, 
ro Coniurers, or Wiſe men (fallly fo called) we 114 
delſerue'with him ro be depriued buth of lite 
and grace, forſceking ſo to recouer loſles:* As 
therefore Dauid enquired of the woman'of Te- | 2 Sam.14.19.. | 
koah, if the hand of Toab was not with ber in-that clolc| | | 


plea, 
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2 Kings 6. 27, 


2 Kings 1,2, , 


16 | Gods Blefingin Blaſting, | 
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plea, and artificiall atonement which ſhe made| 
for Abſolon ; in all our troubles let vs enquire if 
therebe notthe hand of God in them; and ſear- 
| ching we ſhall finde it is ſo : Which when wee 
| | | hauefound, lct vs with patience reſigne vp our 
pe {clues into his hands, ſaying (as old Fi) I i the| - 
Lord, let bim doe What ſeemeth him good. For what- 
Micah 6.9. | ſoetier betbe rod, we hauo heard now Wbo appoin- 
teth it ; T ſmote yon, ſaith the Lord. 
2.The Af. T fmote| Non nift coaftus percatit ; Hee ſmites 
notrill ſinners vrge him : and when he is com- 
| pelled, he doth bur ſmite. Yer if he ſhould bur 
{mite vs according to his ſtrength, who could 
abide it, or endure his Rrokes 2 He confiders 
our weakneſle, and the matter whereof we are 
made ;elſe we being bur as ſtubble, and he as a 
conſuming fire, how could wear all ſtand before 
[Plabmerqr. 5 him, and not finally periſh 2 Therefore he {mites 
vsin mercy, and not in furic. As a tender hear- 
ted Surgeon being to launce his childe, ſoftly 
handle the ſore( ſaith Gregorie)before he ſtrikes, 
andthen cuttcth and wceeperh, and weepethand 
cutteth againe, Nec parcit ot parcat, nec miſeretur 
ot magis miſereatur , as S. Jerome ſpeaketh, (for | 
otherwiſe ſparing would be ſpilling :) ſo deales 
this great Phyſian of our ſoules ; heſmires but 
| ro | 
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———— 


to heale vs, and ncuer ſtrikes vs but with com- 


? 


paſſion, mixing intreaties with his threatnings, 
0 Epbrain bat ſhall 1 doe 'ynto thee? 0 Iudab how 
(ſhall Tentreat thee ? and cucr mingling teares with 
his ſtrokes which he muſt giue vs, as hee Teps 
oner Terufalem, which Titws that ſcourge of the 


Thelatrer Rabbines tell vs a ſtory, or a fictionra- 


nor will I tell it to that end ) that God hath a 
ſecret retiring place, to which ar cerraine rimes, 
he victhto withdraw himſclfe cucry day, where 


rable diſperſion of the Jewes with many tcares, 
he doth beſhrew himſclfe that in his anger hee 
ſubuerted the Templeand holy citie. This.do- 
rage of theirs ( if you take itin the litcrall ſenſe 
as they ſeemeto doc ) is little better than a blaſ- 


meaning may be that of rþc Prophet Jerenue,' 
am fore Tvexed for the burt of the daughter of my peo- 
ple: or.that of Eſay, For a moment in mine.anger 1hid 
my face from thee : or that in the Prophet Jonas, The 
| Lord repented him of the euill that bz bad ſaid; Which 
mult not-beſo vaderſtoodas if God were ſub- 
ect ro repentance or to. paſlions ; bur! _—_ 

Cc, 


————— 


Jewes, was afterwards to whip and weepe for. | | 


ther ( and you will not belceuc ir if 1 tell you, 


-phemy. Bur vaderſtand ir fpiritually,'and: che; - 
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Hof. 6.4. 


Luke 19-41. 


bewailing-the defolation of Iſrael, and the miſe-j 
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ler.8.21. 


Eſay 54.8. 
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Palme 141. 5. 


{ (were it poſlible for the thrice ſacred and all 


| lancholicke cell, and there to bee diſſovlued into 


| merciful] farher, /mite me, for that is a benefit: If we 


| when his correction comes, Nec ent ſine meri- 


done; T.ſmote ] which againe implicth another 


Gods Bleſing in Blaſting, 
hee, who is immurtability inche higheſt degree, 
doth ſpeake with thoſe that arc mutable after 
the mannerof them wich whom hee {peaketh, 
faith Gregorie. And therefore lift vp that groſle 
relation of the Rabbines from an carchly ro an 
heaucnly acceprtion;and ir is true, that God takes 


ſo little pleaſure in puniſhing of his people, thar 


placc filling Deity, ro immure it ſ{eife into a nde- 


teares)he would cucr weepe and gricuefor them. 
As then Daxid ſpeaketh of a good man, let vs 
ſay of God, 0 ket therighteous, my righteous and 


muſt be chaſtened, happy are we that we ſmart 
by his ſtmitings : Let bim reproue vs audit ſhall be a 
precious ole : For this wee may bee ſure of, that 


to quia Deus eft muſt us, nec erit ſane commodo quia Deus 
eft bonus ; It neither comes without: our merit 
that haucedeſeruecd it, for God is iult; nor ſhall ic 
be butro-our profit, becauſc he js good and gra- 
CIOUS, 36-330 (1 
Futther in this: at of their-correRion hee 
ſpcakes, you ſec, of that which was paſt and | 


_—_ 


note! 
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| _ andbis Mereyin Mildew. 


noteof Gods mercy : for inthat he ſaith, [ /mote, | 
tir the | 


© mem 


| heſaies in effect, and by conſequent, tha 
preſent he had laidafide his rod, and now had 
ccaſed from ſmiting,though as yet they had neg- 
lefted to build againe the Temple, for which 
negle&t hee had thus corrected them. Surely 
ſhould nor hegiue ouer punifhing, till we giue | 
ouer altogether finning, he ſhould neuer make 
anend till there were ' an end of ys ; for weare 
but as lead to the fire of trouble : ſhould he ne- 
uer ccaſefrom refining of vs in that fire, till all 
our droſſe were purged, he mighr conſume our 
very ſubitance,and leaue ys nothing. Yethebath 
deuiſed a meanes not to caſt out hi baniſhed: and hath | 
promiſed topurifie and refine vs as gold and ſuluer, to 
burne ous all our drofſe, and to take away all our tinne, 
bur it mult be then (as the Prophets meant it) by 
another firethan affliction, cucn the power of 
| Gods word, from the yertue of his ſpirit, of 
| which the Bapeift thus; He ſhall baptize you with 
the Holy Ghoſt and with fire. Therefore the Lord 
ro magnific his powerfull mercy: hauing ſmit- 
| ren this people ( 1 /mote ou, ſaith hee) comes to 
| tric as it were another courſe with them : and 
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ching and alietle more, (for the ord came to Hag- 
| > RR 
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ſends them a Prophet who by three weekes prea-| 


2. Sam, 14.14. | 
| 


Eſay1.25, | 


| Matth.3.1t. 


wodls | 


| 
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1d.2.cap.r, (£4t the firſt day of the ſixth moneth, and the twenty: 
Hag. 1.15, |fourtb day of the ſame moneth they began to build) ob- 
| rained char of them which forty yeeres correcti-| 
! /on could nor extort. So powerfull is the word: 
of God :{o true that which he ſaith by his Pro-| 
JEfay 55. 11. | phets, The word Which goeth out of my mouth ſhall not 
| | returne pnto me void, it ſhall accompliſh that which 1 
will, andproſper in the thing to Which I ſend it. And 
| | thus as the Lord will not be ener chiding, {0 nor al- 
| waies correCting ; and oftentimes hee doththar 
| by the word of his mouth, which many [txipes 


f 


| \could nor effect : For hee is not as Moſes, which 
k {could doe no great worke without the rod in 
| [his hand; bur laying af1de his ſcourges he doth. 
j 'cftſoones by the powerfull operation of his ho- 
ly ſpirit, worke the conucrſion of his people: 
JHoſean.14. | fe ſo heſpeakes in Hoſea, Bebold I will allure them 
| and ſpeake friendly ronto them ; hee had ſaid before 
| | that he would takeaway from them his corne in the 
WY | time thereof, and his wine in the ſeaſon thereof, that be 
Verſes. | bowld recouer from them the wooll, and the flax, which 
 hebad lent to coner their ſhame; chat he would deſtroy | 
iVerſerz, | their ines and figtyees ; that he would make them as 
aforreſt, and that the wilde beafts ſhould eat them, Cc. 
| Burthen remembring his mercy, he makes this 
po 0 25 pee Mr whim I'will featefrind: 

| gp þ. 
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h. O the neuerroo much admired goodnelſle of 
the Lord, that leaucs no meanes vnattempred to 
procure our good ! As here when ſmiting could 
not preuaile, hee ſends a Prophet to per{wade ; 


2 


who yer muſt tell them that the Lord had ſmit-) 
ten them, That they may remember their affli- 
ction wherewith the Lord hath chaltencd than! 
and their fathers for the ſpace now of forty 
yecres, they mult hearcof it, choughit bee palt 
and done. 4 

And this in the next place importeth. our 
dutie; as before it implicd a note of Gods mercy. | 
Concciue it thus : When troubles haue done 
with vs, we mult not ſo haue done with them : 
former afflictions,though paſt and gone,would 
yet not be forgotten : therefore the Lord here 
puts them in minde what he hath done, whar 
they and their fathers haue ſuffered ; I fmore you. 
And this very thing he wilheth them. in. this 
chapter, onceandagaine, and the third rimey to 
con{ider of. Wee like it well: that our children 


careleſſeſonne. Ir is- an argument of a-diſpoſy 


W—— 4 —_— 


| 


(ſhould not forger when and for what wee haue| 
corrected them : bur him that remembers the| 
rod no longer than he ſmarts by it, wee hold af 


tion almoſt incorrigible,ſo to deſpiſe.Gads ſmais| 
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22 | Gods Bleſiingin Blaſting, 
rings, as to be no longer mindfull than weeare 
ſenſible of them, or no longer to ſorrow for 
finnethan we ſuffer for it. Yerall of vs are too 
; |:Sama+3:- | too like Toab, that would not goe to Abſolon til] 
/ he had fer his corne on fire : and I wiſha many 
of vs were notworle ; for the Lord hath ſcar a 
blaſting or (as the word here ſignifies) a bur- 
ning winde into our fields, and. yet how few 
(as it may be juſtly feared)haue recourſe to God 
that ſmites them 2 Though that neither be ſut- 
ficient, I meane only to ſit him in our troubles, 
Eſa:z6.16. | then and neuer elſe to poure out & praier but When his 
chaſtening is 7©pon 05. We hold him ſcarce a friend, 
that neuer comes to ſee vs but when ſome exi- 
gencic driues him ; and itis but forced homage 
which we doe to our heaucnly King, when by 
| praier and repentance we repearenot to him, 
| . 4 vnleſle he ſend a Purſeuant of affliction for vs. 
Our greateſt motiues to turne vnto him fhould 
be his mercics ; but if wee will not ſtirre bur 
| | when the ſpurreis in our ſides, there is buta lir-| 
| |tle good merall in vs. If we be generous Chri- 
ſtians, ſuch as fo rume that we may obtaine, not 
miſcries only preſent, bur their very memoric 
| | will haſten vs. As then it is good for os to baue| 
1 breme in trouble, {o ever to remember it. And here 
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in few words let mc heape vp many reaſons. 

Firſt, it is an excellent meanes to keepe the 
heart lowly, {till ro haucin minde what wee or 
ours hane becne, or haue ſuffered. Hethar of a 
Potters ſon became afterwards a Sicilian Prince, 
is renowned forit,thathe would be ſerued at his 


|Table partly in carthen veſſels,” —_ 
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him daily of his former meanecondttion or pa- 
rentage; and partly in veſſcls of gold and (ilar, 
chat he might not forget himſelfe to be a King, 
Surely as our aduancement to the ſtare of grace 
ſhould pur vs in mindeto walke worthy of our 
calling, ſo theremembrance of our creation and 
mould of our corruption alfo and former croſ- 
ſes forrhem ſhould quell our {welling,and keepe 
vs lowly. When the Prophet would cake downe 
the pride and boaſting of Ephraim, he puts them 
in remembrance of the afflictions of their fa- 
ther from whom they were deſcended : Laakob 
(faich he) fled into the countrey' of Aram , and Ifrael 
ſerned for a wife, and for a wife be kept ſheepe. As 
if he had ſaid ; If yuu boaſt of yourriches and 


|nobilitie, you ſeeme to reproach your farher, 


who was apoore, butan honelt fugitiue, and a 


ſcruant. And thus the greateſt houſes, would 
they but reſpe& the rock from which chey were 


23 


Hoſea 12.13, 


yr 
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digged out, may finde beggerie or pouertic in 
cheir firſt foundations ; for there is no nobilitic 


| whoſe baſe on which ir ſtood, was nor ſome- 


times baſencſle, and which God cannor againe 


| reſoluc into its former principlesof mcanneſſe 
| and obſcuritic. E 


Againe,, the memoric of former troubles 
keepcs Bind: watchfull, and makes a man 
more warie, fer what hath brene may be apaine, and 
there is nothing new conder the Sunne. He-thar hath 
once ſurfegted by feeding on ſome difh, doth 


viually forcucr afterloath it: bur if he will to it 


again, in his ſickneſle let him blame himſelfe. 


Improbe Neptunum accuſat, qui iterum naufragium fa- 
cit ; He that will needs to the ſea, hauing once 
made ſhipwracke, if he fall foule the ſecond 
time, may thanke himſelfe. If then by thy for- 
merenormitics thou haſt ſometimes gotten a 
weakneſle to thy body, or a wound to thy con- 
ſcience, a blor to thy name, or a diſparagement 
to thy calling ; if for thine iniquities thou haſt 
beene corrected in thy goods or friends,in thine 
oliucor herbranches, thy wife or children, or: 
howlſocuer clic, forget not theſe former croſles, 
the remembrances whereof may be ſoucraigne 
preſcruatives againſt future {innes. 


Thirdly, 
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| wars, ſo the memorie of former difhicultics 


| Lion and the Beate which Dauid coultremem- # Sam. 17.35, 


{ber he had flaine, encouraged him to grapple} 


= 


not of grace, but) of: gaod nature in:vi;weean-|- 


| when we call comemorie|our owne-Thusx0 
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- | Thicdly; asconquetts:in formee bartels ade} 


hope and confirmation to valour in ſucceeding 


which by grace we hauconce ouercame; glues | 
ſtrength to faich, and hope to patience, and 
pr by them-both; when wee ſhall-bee} 
brought to combat with new aſſaults» So; thei 


with the Giant. | 


:.Fourthly,xo'be'much and frequentin.this| 


former wants. of chem. And therefore: Moſes| 
more ſcrioully ro affect the people with: atrne} 
{caſe of their libertic and: deliuerance;-{fo ofren 
putsthem inmindeofthe Fapptian bondage, 15: 

Fiftly, it teatherhicqmpaliion crowardicorhers 
inthe like afilictions: If there bee: oughr i(Liay | 


not bur-.commiſerate; others:in their} rroubles, 


moue the. 1ſraclites to;\tender: heartedneſſero- 


| 


wards ſtrangers andſerdants; thatman:af (Gall 
telsthem againezhat they Were ſeruats in thewdof 
E 
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meditation; ſets agreater price vpon Gods bleſ+} 
{ings while we hauc-them, the-worth: whereof} 
| wee better vaderltand: by calling tgmindeaur| 


—_—_— 
——.o__—_—_—_— 


Feypt.1 
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|ſerifree,” The Church ſtorics report, that the 


— 


\{ccoured\'as ir-were'-with'a robe.) there did: 


" Got Diefing in Blafhng, IT 


”_ Boype. And ſhould nor this — preuaile 
i not More}. 


than with. ewes ; ſecing Chrift of Sato vaſfuls | 


with Chriſtian maſters as'm 


hath made them freedenifons aboue? 
\Briefly it ſtirres vp. the heart ro: continuall 
chankfulneſle, when together with the remem-: 


oken; :our ſoulesar length cl and were 
woman cured'by our: 'Sauiour of her ifluc of 
bloud,” onely by touching the bemme of | bir garment, 
renitningro her houſc ar Philippi,' cauſed two 
Statues to bee fer before her doores, one re-! 
ſcmbling her ſ{clfe an humble ſuppliant on 
her knees with her hands lifred vp; another! 
reſembling our Sauioury ftrerchung forth his 
hands varo her : -ar the feer of which picture 


growvp ſo high iasthehemme of ir, an herbe' 
called Panace, which thar age «( as Plinie alſo 
moterthan:wwo hundred yecres before Euſe- 
| bins)! feanred 1207 endaliGſoorrajpes againſt 
bay diſedſes. *: Theſe rrophres' which ſhee had 


brance ofvur' former troables, wee cannot but] 
_ | be mindfall of God®rnercies that either! ceaſed | 


M oreaſcd,or ſo ſeaſoned thoſe troubles, that with 
1 _ webore them, and that the ners being 


- fer 
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| 


| |dutie with Ephraim: to: wits qur| ſelues open. the. 
| thigh, and to retneniber the corretions of old. 
Could the Iron bepliableand faſhionablerothe | 


{ {et 'P 
(faith, 
three - hundred: yeeres: after Chrift: Well,-40,} 


' end bid Merey in ifrldety 


IS 
the fame Huſehins)in histime,that is;az leak 
what purpoſe ferues this hiſtorio? Thus ; Allare 


houſes in the: honour: of our great- Phyſici+ 
an, ſuch. monuments 4s may-rememiber ys of 
his mercy ſo often» as wee goe-in or out þy 
our doores :. but all may and ſhould gaily 
ſer vp-beforerhecyes: of their minde a rworfald 
Memento.; nc of their former calamities which 


fauours which they haue proued by his-deliuc- | 
ring. Which would wedoe,honee would grow | 
a wonderfull mcaſure of thanktulneſle, a graces 
moſt acceptable re God for former; þleflings, 
and of acatholike- medicinal. 'vertucagainſi-all 
rimcs of furuge cuils ; for; nos Crucifizas warne 
in ourboſomes or aboar vs, bur formererofles 
ragether with Gods ancient -mereics:;barne-if 
faitbfull--memoric , arc -powerfull;amuldts to- 
fave'vs from the euill- of enſuing dangers. If 
then the Lord hath ſmitten vs, know ir is our 


they haue felt, by ſuffering ; another of Gags} 


in the honour of Chriſt, were to belgane | 


aot able with this waman to erect before our | 


| mindec 
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EO ods Blefing in Blaſting " 
minde of the Smith: after a few ſtrokes ; nor 
could he but willingly ſpare his armes, nor 
(ſhould ir need more often:heating or beating 
afterwards. Would our ſtifnefſe relent with the 
firſt croſſe, and be conformable to God that 
{ frames vsto his will, we ſhould fauc God-a la- 
bour, and our ſclues a fecond trouble.” 7 ſmore 


nomuorc. 


7 ſmote you } nottheir perſons (as I faid before) 


{butthcir fictdsand i or intheſc; their 


|corne and grapes, and t 
|bleſt northeſe, ir was as if hehad blaſted them. 


arcour huclihood; though notthe flame, yer 
| the oylc that feeds it. And therefore to affect 
them more feelingly with theſe afflictions, hee 
(tcls chem, "that '"whiles but theſe things were 
ſtrucken, themſclues were ſmitten ; 7 ſmore 
you. : | 
| _ Take outrhis leſſon then ::We ſhould beien- 
{ible of the calamitics that befalbthe crearutes, 


you (faith he) remember ir, thatI may ſmiteyou| 


| Andchus farre touching the Author and the] 
AQ of this correction : now'ſce the Object ;|- 


e like. Yet in that hee] 


For though ſuch things be nor our life, yer they | 


for wearc croſſedif they becurſed for our _ 
ws” 


” 


— ——_— —_— a. _ —_— _ 
— _— — 


—_ ——_— 
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[If the Lordar this time, partly by Blaſting and 
Mildew, partly by vnaſcalonable weather, hauc 
weakened our (tafte of bread ; weakned, Ilay ;| 
(for bleſſed be his mercy thatheharh not yer al- 
rogether broken it) Indge we our ſclues, to bee 
defecruedly {mitten : For, Bebold we bane ſined,we 
bane done Þickedly, bur the \corneand other fruits 
of the carth, What bawe they done ? Nay, the pro- 
fanc glutronie of the times, that'men feede 
rhemlclues wichoutfeate; Theloarbſomedrun-} 
 kenneſle of: the times} that men drinke by mea- 
ſures, and yet without meaſure ; The: wanton- 
neſlcof the times, that men like fed. horſes neigh 
after vnlawtull luſts, are {innes that hauc! made 
the whole body of our nation foule and very 
filchy. No marucl| then if to purge ſuch foule- 
| neſle, ſuch filrhineſſe, God doe euem-now threa- 
ten vs with a famine and cleancneſle of tecrh. 
The father of Phyfitianseclls vs, thata foule bo- 
dy the moreitis nouriſhed, the morcir- is peri- 
| hed: and that a: plethorique body: would re- 
quirea preſenteuacuarion.. And isitnotiin {pi- 
rituall mattersas incorporall things? We arcall 
Gods paticnts, and heour great Phyfitian.Now 
the body of:aubſins( which the Apoltlecalleth 
abody of death) is growne fo full, ſo foule, that 


| ; E 3 without 


Pſalm. 10615. 


Eſay 1. 
| 


Joel 2.25. 


Es 


| hife of grace. It therefore it ſhall plcaſe him e-| 
ther to rake away his corneor the vertue of it, 
| and to ſend leaneneſſe into our joules ( as Dauid phra-| 


growne ſinnes did not require a flender diet, we 
ſhould not need to fearc'a dearch, that Blacke| 


| cludemy labour, and that Iwould not char it 


1 


| mm—_—_ - 


' Gods Blefiing in Blaſting, 


without purging there can bee no hope of che 


ſeth the worſt of famines, when men eat and are 
not ſatisfied ). he doth it in wiſdome 1o-procure 
cleancneſſcof ſoule.: For certaine if our vucr- 


horſe, as the Scripcure calls. ir, after which rwo 
viually followerhebe pale borſe Whoſe rider is death. 


Bur now that I am about for this rime ro con- 


ſhould ſer in :fo blacke a cloud as is a chreatning, 
hearel pray you the wholeſomewordsof 1nftru. 
ion; Let roy ceaſe to doe enill, and learne to doe well, 
and be will nonriſh os, tor hee hath promiſcd to 


feed ſuch, cucn inthe tme of dearth. Surely, it we| 


will beare and obey, we ſhall eat the good things of the 
land; our ftoreſhall beplenreous, and our porti- 
on fat: be will: render onto os the yeares bitch: the| 
'Graſhopper bath eaten : 1 raeanc, he will tyrne Bla- 
ſting into a bleſling, Mildew and Haile, into' a 
gracious raine vpon. his inhertance, 'apd:the 


m_ i {4K m_ With corne,that they ſhall laugh 


Ie 


But] 


[ 


. 
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and his Mercy in Mildew. | 


thirdly the Obic&t of this correction; in 
theſe words, I [mote Jon. The rem- 


nant you muſt 
cher time. Till 


fo that Which bath 
beene ſaid. 


at ano- 
and exer 
the Lord giue a bleſſing 


| Butin themeanerime, ler vs more defire char 
preciousfood of our foules, the word of God 
which endurerh for cuer,than the things ofthis: 
lifewhich muſt certainly periſh. And thus far| 
couching, firſt, che Author : ſecondly, the AQ; 
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THE SECOND 


SERMON. 


| 5 
HAGGAlI 2. 17. 


I ſmote you with Blaſting, and with Mildew, and| 
Je turned not to me, ſaith the Loyd. 


74 Text heere parted it ſelfe into 
Je 3 two {treames, like that riuer F&- 
AIR mers in Sicilie ( as it is reported) the 

Y] one ſomewhat falr, rather well 
ſeaſoned, which I called Gods mercifull corre-! 
| tion of this people, 1 ſmore you with Blaſting, and 
Mildew, 4nd Haile, mm all the labours of your hands : 
the other freſh and voſauory, hauing no falr 
'tearcs of rrue repentance in it; Jet yee turned not 
Toniom;ſaith the Lord, In the former —_ 
F the| 


er—_ 


| With Haile, in all the labours of your bands : Tet| 


34. z (Jods Bleſiing in Blaſting, 1 


{the Author, (T) ſecondly, the AC, ( [mote) 
| chirdly,the Obic&h, ( You ) ( points already hand- 
| led with cheir {euerall obſcruations) fourthly, 
{cherods or inftruments with which hee ſmote 
them, Blaſting, Mild:w, Haile ; fiftly, the manner 
of thiscorrettion, or the things wherein hee 
{mote them, 1 all the labours of your hands : which 
two laſt particulars (the remanents of the firlt! 
' | part) muſt now be ſer before you, and afrerthat 
[ſhall preſent you withthe ſecond geacrall,and; 
all at chis time, as God ſhall gue abilitie. 

4-Therods. | With Blaſting, and With Miuldw, and with Hailz || 
| Theſe aretherods wherewith the Lord ſmorte 
them,which chough they ſeemero be bound vp 
in one bundlc,and to make bur one clauſe inmy 
| rext, are yet ſeucrall correCtions and diſtinguiſh-| 
able in themſelues. The latt of chem, which is 
Haile, none but knowes both thar it is a difle- 
rent thing from the other rwo, and how it hur- 
| reth the fruits of the carth,ſomertimes in the bud, 
ſometimes in the bloſſome, ſometimes inter- 
rupting their growth, {ſometimes Jaſhing'Bork 
chemand our hopes when they arecometorheir 
ripenes & maturity. Burt for the rwo former,nei- 
| ther is their difference ſo plaine, northeir opera- 
On in annoying theprofits of the ground fv 
| apparant | 
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and his Mercy in Mildew. i 1 
apparant to ſenſe, ri] they hauedonethe hurr. | 
And yerif we markeir well, the Scripture doth 
diſtinguiſh chem botly heere and whereſocuer | 
elſethey are mentioned, though generally * | 
bring them in thus yoaked together, Blaſting end | ; 
Mldew ; for firit if rheoriginall here bee conſul- r Kings 8.37. | 
red,the wordsrun thus, With Blaſting, and with|, _ | 
Mildew, and With Haile; not thus, with Bla- |Hag.1-1. | 
[ting or Mildew. Secondly, the Scripture ne- | 
ucr ſpeakes of theſe rwo, bur it doth expreſſe 
them by words that cannot bee confounded, | = 
cearmes | meane ſodifferent in {1gnifticationthar | 
they cannot be wroughtto noterhe ſamething, | 
for that which we call Blaſting, the Hebrew 'na- 
meth Shidaphon ; which {ome tranſlate wrweraw,| 
that is, a corruption of, or by the winde ;-the 
Septuagint pwr, a combuſtion or adultion: 
colds coredinem ; others ventum orentem, a bur- | 
ning winde;others ventum orientalem, a ſcorching 
Eaſtwinde. And that which we call Mildew,the | 
| Hebrew termeth Terakoy, which comes of the 
root Iarak that ſignifies to ſpit, as if Mildew } 
| were Salina fiderwm, faith onc,an excrementitious 
| humor, which the ſtarres ſpit downe vponthe 
fruits of the earth, and' which makes them ro 
becomeabortiue, as Plinje ſpeakerh. Andhere- 

| F 2 fore | 
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| 16 | 1 | Gods Bleſſing in Blaſting, | | 


fore though he ſecme ro confound theſe two! 
Blaſting & Mildew,yet the Maker of Nature, God| 

himfelfe, who knew more than Plinie a ſearcher] 
- [of it, hath in his neuer-deceiuing word ( as it] 
ſcemes to mee) put a plaine difference betweene| 
theſe rewo. Which Yatablus oblerying, fers this 
note vpon my text, Fc ſunt duo Vid [egetum, 
quorum conum nimia [iccitate & «ſtu prouenit, alterum 
nimia bumiditate : Theſc are two calamities in- 
cideht to corne, whereof the one proccederh of 
roo much drought, the other of roo much moi- 
{ture. And hereI doe not finde any Expoſitor 
ro ſpeakelo fully of this point,as my rext ſcemes 
'ro-require, and I could with ; and therefore! 
| might [ bur a little with your patience ſpeake as 
{a Philoſopher in diflercncing theſe rwo(T meane 
lasa Philofopher no waies repugning the ſacred 
\rruch of Diuinitie) I ſhould thinke. Blaſting, to} 
bereferred ro an hurtfull winde ; and Mildew, to| 
[an vakindly moiſture. And firlt for Blaſting, 
| che very word implies a-winde : and winde of 
it ſelfe 1» by nature hotand dry, as is theexhala- 
| 


[tion which is the marter of ir. Bur as the ſonne 
cdl. 39.28. | of Syrach ſpeakes of ſpirits, may I ſay, There bee 
windes Which are created for vengeance : {o there 


arc hurttull windes, as thereare hurcfull ſpirits, 
A and 


once, Philoſophie and our owne experience 
teacheth, that winde is of a picrcing nature by 
reaſon of the ſubtleneſle of it, which openeth 
and cntereth the ports or ſecrer paſſages, in all 
bodies penetrable. So that whether it be joyned 
with froſt, it lets in the cold into tender blof- 
ſomes of trees,and into other fruits of rhe earth 


Wombe, as it were, andcaulcth che earth or trees 
ro miſcarrytheir fruits by vatimely blighting : 
or whether it be accompanied with ſome extra- 


morning, after cold and froſtic nights; it par- 
cheth and drieth more vehemently. For as 
winde and heat by nature, fo froſtis alſo a drier 
by a certaine artiperiſtaſis, ( as they call it) when 


contrary, is intended'or made more vehement ; 
like grearelt ſpirirs that never exprefle more vay 
lour, than when they are molt narrowed and 
encloſed in the greateſt ſtraits. Now as all 
windes are of themſclues hot and drie, ſo the 
Eaſtwinde eſpecially, and therefore in the Scrip- 
ture we finde, that to dry op fountaines, and todry 


op the fruits of the ground,is aſcribed to the Eaſterne 


and bis Mercy in Mildew. [ 
and blaſting I take to be the effect of ſuch. This| 


intheir Milke or infancie,and ſo kils them inthe]. 


 ondingrie heat of the Sunne, eſpecially in the| 


one qualitieencompaſled with another that is| 


F 3 wmde, 
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Gen.41.6. 
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Gods Bleſiing in Blaſting, 
inde. Yealer the dreame of Pharaoh confirme 


' what I ſay : for the ſenen thine eares of corne there 


mentioned, are faid ro be burned or blaſted, and 
that with an Eafilie winde. So then it is the winde 
that doth blaſt, eſpecially the Eaſt winde in 
thoſe places ; yer not cuery Eaft winde, but 
onely ſuch as by a faintic or ſultric blowing 
opencth the pores, and prouokerh {weat ; as 
that which cauſed Þnas to faint, and which 
Iunins and Tremellius doc tranſlate Eurum filentem, 
a calme Eaſt winde, to diftinguiſhit from the com- 
mon ruftting Eaſt winde that breakes the ſhips of 
Theſfhifh. This I take to be blaſting, Tharthere 
is a blighting ſometimes in thunder by light- 
ning I grant : but chat which the Scripture 
ſpcakes of here, and in other places, is vſually 


ſides, rhoſe hor exhalations which cauſe thun- 


winde, as naturall Philoſophie teacheth. Now 


for Mildew, whether it be ſo called becauſe it is 
a mild.dew, or a milb-tewe (as ſome thinke) of the 


German word wilben, that {ignities a wormeor 


a moth or conſumption ro ſome fruits of the 


| carth, 


by a feruent (not a boiſterous) bur a burning] 
"Eaſt winde, as ſundry Tranſlators giue it. Be-| 


dcr and lightning , are alſo the marter of the} 


moth that confumeth garments, becauſs it isas| 


{[chatcats them ; or whether it beſo termed, be- 


| which doth this harme, is not much materiall 


|peth the growthof ſome fruits of the earth thai 


wh 


g_ 


carth, and inſome breederth a kinde of worme 


cauſc it isa mal-dew, that is, an hurtfull dew, or 
becauſe ir is a mel-dew, that is, a honey dew 


to know, nor can I determine. Buteither wee 
may conceiueirt to be a rotten dew, (as Philo- 
ſophers call ir) which by a hurcfull couch ſtop- 


arc obnoxious to it, as on the contrary whole- 
[ſome dew doth nouriſhrhem : or ſome purtti- 
tying milt which makes them ro ruſt,catingout 
their [tare and ſubſtance as canker fretteth iron ; 
and this the Latine word riubigo (which ſ1gnifi- 
cth mildew as well as ruſt) ſeemesto imporr : For 
as there are winds that doe blaſt, as well as 
winds that blow- vitally and refreſhingly, cau- 
{ing the earth to fruftific, which are therefore 
called Zephyrus and Yenti Fauony, becauſe they 
quicken and tolter rhe increaſe of theearth ; fo 
we may conceiuethat there are fome dewes and 
miſts which doe hurt, as well as others that doc 
helpe thegrowth of fruits. Or laſtly, might 1 
here interpoſe what I thinke, I ſhould ſay thar 
ſhrinking of corne by Mildew might be thus: 
Namely, Thar in fields lefſe peruious and open 


1 


- and bis Mercy is Mildew. | 


ro] * 


39. | 
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> no 


| 


_ 


| ſoot, which I rake ro be nothing elſe but the 


tles, doe caſt that corne or kind of graine which 


.aduſt,by ſome extraordinary hear of the Sunne, 


© Gods Bleſving in Blaſting, 


ro clcere 8 ſtrong winds, (as in lower grounds, 
or other places berweene woods and huls) there 
fall oftentimes ſultric and foggic milts ; and 
theſe coucring and keeping roo cloſe the fruits 
of theground vnder them,as vnderthicke man- 


is ſubic to this maladie, as it were, into an vn- 
kindly ſweat, at ſuch time as the cares thereof 
arcnor yet ſufficiently filled from the root. By 
which faint {weat is vented that ſweerneſle, 
which ſhould feed theeare. Now this {weetneſle 
once exhauſted or drawne our at the ſtalke or 
ſtraw, ſticks cloſe vntoit being burnt or made} 


as it happeneth, eſpecially in the Canicula: 


daycs, which (as it may ſceme) made the Romans | 
to ſacrificea dogge to Mildew, as Owd tels vs. So | 


O 
that in corne thus ſmitten we may behold the 


ſtraw ſpeckled with blacke ſpots as it were of 


2 


{weet moiſture of the reede exhaled in a faint 
{wcat through a foggie miſt or Mildew, and then 
afterwards by ſome extraordinary heat turned 
into a burntand blacke matter. But be it what 
it is : hethat ſends it, knowes it ; And therefore 


lcauing this ſpeculation, ſecing-the Lord hath 


but 
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bur of late ſmitten vs in' our grounds with 4 


and his Mercy in Mildew. ; 


—_— 


burning wind, and with ' fildew, know it is our duty 
are, and whence they come, as to ſecke how by 


anger thar ſentrhis burning into our fields. So: 
by maturely conuerting now vrito him, wee! 
ſhall preuent the next yeercs likeaffliction, haue 
this {.ndtified vnto vs, and bee freed for cuer 
from theterrors of that neuer dying fire. 

Yet I haue not done with this clauſe, till 


| [hencel hauc gathered ſomeobſcruations. 


With Blaſting ,and Mildew,and Haile] With theſe 
he fmoterhern. Theſc then are butrods,they are 
not gods or goddeſles, as the heathen thought 
them. The Thury in Zhan madea Dciticof the 
winde, andrheRomanes fct vp Mildew for a 
goddeſle, as Saint Anſtimetels vs. And both (0 ri- 
diculoully abſurd idolatry !) offered facrifice to 
chem, But I will nor be fo vnthrifty as to ſpend 
| one word in refelling ſo groſſe a ſuperſtition. 
A bare narration, is confuration enough for ſo 
childiſha folly. Nor hadTvouchſafed ſo much 


as once to mention it,but to reprouc ſome Chri- 


| | ſtiansrhar laugh ar theſe Idols, and yer ſer vp 


| others in their ſtead. Outward profpcriry who 


notſo much ro diſpute or enquire what they| 


rearcs of repentance to quench rhar fire of his] 


G deſires! 


Pfal. 34-20. 


Prow 1 32. 


Prow. 30.3.9. 
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deſires not? yer todote ypon ito much, as to 
haucouraffections clung to it, and /et altoge: 
ther opon the things below, what is ic but to adore 
an idoll2 And yet how many bce there that 
cuen proltiruterheir ioules before it, and ſticke 
| not to ſacrifice botha good name and a good 
conſcience to demerit it? And what is worldly 
proſperity (to ſpeake in a worldlings language) 
but Fortunes ſultry winde? indeed a ſpiritual] 
blaſting that ſhrinkes and blighterh vertue in 
her growth? Foras the riuer Niles, when it ri- 
ſeth roo, high, and waters Zgypt oucr-much, 
makes the land. barren, which otherwiſe by a 
| meane flowing would cauſeitro fruftifie : fo 
the world when it comes too falt ypon vs with 
an oucr-{welling rcdundancie, choakes the ſeed 
| of, Gods graces 1n vs, and makes the ſoule truit- 
cſſe,as thar riucr doth the ſoile. Ic is an aphoriſme 
in Phyſicke, that fulneſſe in the extreme is an c- 
nemie vnto. health : And ris an axiome1n Diui- 
nity, that cxccſlue plentie is no friend to grace. 
For as mi/fortunes ſlay the Wicked, ſo the proſpePity 


thus, Giue me not pouerty nor riches, but feed mee with 
| food conuenient for me, leſt I be full and deny thee, or 
leſt I be poore and fleale. Yea of the two,aduerfity 


It 


of fooles deſtrogeth them: Therefore Agur praied 


| 


| 
{ 


| 


| 


———— — 
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| it ſelfeis lefſe aduerſero goodnefſe than carnall} = | 
calc and abundance : as tt is not the boyltrou: 
winde that hurteth the fruit of the earth, ſo 
much as a faint and fuliry blowing. It was 
not the ruffling winde, bur the ſcorching 
| beames of che Sunne, chat made the man lay 
aſide his cloke, as Platarch hathitin a parable. | 

Worldly proſperity cauſerh many to pur off | 
| che garment of holineſſe and innocencie, which | 
they buckled faſt ynro them, whiles they were | 
| [exerciſed with ſtormes of troubles. The zeale of 
Chriſtians is likethar rgnis Gracus, which (as a| 
Philoſopher ſpeakerh) is cnflamed by powring | | 


| 
cold water vpon it; or like our Engliſh Tear, | l 
| 


| that is fired in water and quenched with oyle, 
| (as alcarned country man of our owne obſer-| i. 
ucth) for ir hath cucr growne more feruent by 
affliction,and proſpercdlefſe in times of profpe- | 
rity. Thus the Halcyon daics of the Church ha-| _ | 
uipg bur breathed a little berweenethe ninth 8 

__ perſecution, brought forth contentions 
| amongſtthe learned,and much bypocrificinall | 
{ ſofts, which prouoked Gods 1udgements, as Eu- 
| [ebins noteth. Ir is the warmth of Goats bloud 
| (ſaith Solinus ) that diſſolucs the Adamant,when 
neither hammer nor other maſlic engines of vi- 
ZZ Bd DEN G 2 olence 
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lolencecan breakeit, Andit is the heat of pro-| 


| 
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ſpcrity, which weakens vertue more than many 


|heauy troubles. Therefore to be too far in loue 


with worldly' felicity, that ſo blighteth good- 
neſſeand pictic, what is it but with the Thury to 
makean idoll of the winde, and to be in loue 


| with blaſting? Againe, giue another inſtance; 
[ ſome areſo far inloue with their ſinnes, as that 


they hatea reprouer,and docloue nothing more 
than flarttery thar ſtroketh them : and what is 
this but with the Romans to ſacrifice to Mildew? 
for h&ny rongues of paraſites, doe more hurt 


than hony-dewes: thele marre but that which 


ſhould be our meat, but thoſe corrupt the man, 
himſclfe, who ( it may be) would diſrellifh his 
faulrs, and abhor them, did notpleafing adula- 
tion wrap them vp in ſugred ſpeeches, and cauſc 
him to ſwallow them downe without ſenſe or 
conſcience. For other mens {innes are dirett ob- 
iects to our cies, but our owne {innes, hke our 
owne cics7 we ſec not but by reflexion either of 
conſcience within, or of others information: 
without vs. Which if they bee falſe and flatter 
vs, how caſily doc we yecld our {clues ro be de- 
ceived with ſuch ſophiſtric. The chicfe reaſon 
whereof is theſelfe-loue of our owne decceirtfull 


_—_— 


hearts,! ' 


| 


| 


[ vpon the dead, theſe cat yp theliuing, But I haue 


{ ' 
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hearts, which expoſcth vs ouer-credulous to 0- 
thers deceitfull rongues, & willingly lookes not 
on oughtthatis cuill in vs: As the mother of the 
Minotazre in her naturall aftke&ion ro that mon: 
ſter could neuer endyreto looke vpan the beaſt- 
ly part of it ; ſome loue their {nnes as their 
owne {onnes, vnwilling to refleFt their cies vp- 
on that monſtrous foulencfſe that is in them, 
therefore they hate the very glaſlc of true dea- 
ling, that would repreſent vato them ſuch fil- 
thineſſe : Whereas the deceitfu]l ſpectacles of 
falſe flatteric, which (hewes their good parts 
( if they haucany ) greater and better than they 
are indeed, they put intheir boſomes, and hold 
ſuch for dearelt and molt intimate friends, as 
hauclcarncd the flatrering ſtile, Yetthe Greeke 
Oratour Demoithenes thought it better to fall 
amonglt rauens than paraſites, for thoſe feede 


——— 


held youtoolong in a figure : for worldly pro- 
ſpcrity isa Blaſting, and flattery is a Mildew,bur 
borh1n the Mctaphor. Come wee now to the: 
letter, and thereobſcrue how theſe three rods 
comc.in bound vp together with a coniunctiae, 
With ; With Blaſting, ſaith the Prophers, With| 
Mildew,and with Haile. Forthe rwoformerlI finde | | 

"EE 2 in| 
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46 Gods Bleſſing in Blaſting, 
Dew. 28.23, | 111 Scripture that if one be ſpuken of, the other 
a King-"37- | is mentioned alſo, and ſaue one place that isthe 
Hag217. | 41.0f Geneſts, I inde not auy place whercin they 
| arenot brought in,coupled hus, wich Blaſting and 
Mudew. Nor is it a wonger that Gods corre-! 
tions ſhould come by couples ar leaſt, or| 
by leaſhes as heere, Blaſtinz, Mildew, Haile,| 
when mens corruptions goc not only by cou- 
Rom.13.13. | ples, Gluttonie and drunkenneſſe, chambering and wan- 
 tonneſſe, ſtrife and enuying ; bur thus in croupes ; 
There # no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of Godin 
the Land. By ſwearing, and lying, and killing, and ſlea- 
Hoſe.4.tz, | ling, and Whoring, men breake out, and bloud toucheth\ 
bloud. For ſhould not full viols of wrath be pow- 
red downe on men full of all onrighteouſneſſe, and| 
thoſe other ſinncs named by the Apoltle, which 
Rem. 29,30.) are ſo monltrous, that butto remember them is 
an horrour ; and ſo many, that bur ro repcat 
| chem might pur a man our of breath. Yer nci- 
cher arc they ſo monſtrous, 'nor ſo many, bur} 
that (withour {landering our times and Nation)] 
' wemay affirme, thatroo many Chriſtians (as 
they would be reputed) ſucceed the Gentiles in 
thoſe foule cuils there mentioned by the Apo- 
tle, if notexceed them alſo. Notwithſtanding, 
| ſeethegracious lenitic and mercic of our God in 
1 correcting| 
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correCting vs and our Land only with ſome bla- 


ſtingand mildew, and fome vnſcafonable wea-| 
cherin this our laſt harueſt : Whereas he might | 


hanc giuen vs ouer,as our neighbour countries, 
ro conſume one another by inteſtine broiles 
and ciuill warres, or to haue beene deuoured 
and cuen laid walteby the ſword of a forreiner. 
Thereforeas the Prophet ſpeakes ro Ninineb, Art 


thou better than No, meaning Alexandria, Which was | 


fall of people, that lay in the rivers, and had the waters 
round about it, wboſe ditch was the Sea, and ber wall 
from the Sea : let me ſpeake to Great Britame.. , 
Art thou better (I ſay not, fenced or enuironed, 
but, ro Godward better affected) than Bobemia * 
or art thou leſſe ſinfull than France, or the Palati- 


nate ? or ſome oiher places alſo, in which haue | 


beeneatted ſo many wofull Tragedics of late, 
v/hiles thou neither tearing nor feeling the milc- 


ries of thoſe ruefui] inhabitants, ſatelt as a ſpe-| 
| [tator, or a looker on ? Are we better, I ſay ? 


No ; but God hath beene better vnto vs, if ſo be 
weare bertered by ir, and at lengrh haue tearned 
by ſccing our brethren beaten before vs, to feare 
our common Father, though we feele nor his 


ſtripes : forbleſſed be che mightic God of our 


Nahum 3.8. 


lakob, our Land ſtands yer vnſhaken inall theſe 


ſtormes,: 


— 
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1  ſtormes,as a rockein the midlt of the ſea, whiles 

| che waters roare with-tempelſts round abour it. 

Indecd he hath of late ſmitten vs in ſome places, 
| but (magnified be his mercy for cuer) only with 

Plals9.3z. | rods of men, not with men-rods, only with 

blaſting and mildew. And in ſtcad of the noiſe of 
drums, and theclangour of che trumpets, and 

 clatteringof armour, and the fierce neighing of 
| horſes, and the ſenſe-amazing terrour of the 
Cannon, we haue heard the ſound of bels cal- 

ling vs to Praicr and Sermon. In other places 

they hearethe fhrikings of infants, their Rabels| 
mourning for their children, and Will nos be comfarted 
becauſe they are not : ours laugh and play in the| 
ſtreets, For balls of wilde fire that burne vp} 
others with their houſes, we haue felt but blaſt-| 
ing winds in our ficlds : and for ſtreames of 
bloud which fat other lands withthegore of the| 
inhabiranrs, we haue ſuffered but miſts and mil- 
dewes, that hauc ſomewhat ſhrunke the fruits 
of ourLand. O that we would bethankfull, he 
hath ſmitten vs only with blaſting and mildew. Yet 
neither had he thus corrected vs or this people 
in my text, if he had not beene prouoked by vs. 
| But ſuch is thenature of ſinnc, it angers theGod 
of Nature. | 
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| whole matter was com pounded of them. Then 


"Ha 


b—— 


i. 


Dm 


. No-wonderthen (arid [ct it be our next obſer- 
uation) if ic trouble and peruerr the courſe of 
nature, by cauſing the Maker to turne kindly 
winds into blaſting, the mornings wholeſome 
moiſture into mildewes, and ſoft drops of raine 
into ſtones. God had no ſooner framed this 
world abouc and below as an excellent inſtru- 
mentor paire of Organs to ſct forth his praiſe, 
and thercin appointed man as thelife and breath 


to ſound out his wiſdome and goodnefle in 
and by all the creatures, bur finnecamein, and 
by the Serpents hiſling marrd the muſicke: 
Then the heaucns aboue began to looke diſa- 
ſtrouſly on the world below : Then the elc- 
ments below perniciouſly ro mutinic among 
themſclues,andallro conſpire mans diflolution, 


began the creatures ſome to rebell againſt him 
that reuolted from his Maker, and the reſt to 
dochim homage bur with ſighes and groanes. Then 
the carth by —— of labour to yeeld her 
fruirsto nouriſh him ; but without labour,thou- 
ſands of minerals, and herbes, and plants ro 
poiſon him. Then his owne paſlions and affe- 
ions to fight againſt his reaſon, which ſhould 
hauc'beene regent ouer them. Then his owne 


— 
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| humours to beat a perpetuall diſcord in hiny,ril] 
chey had wrought his death. Then the. father 
llew his poſteritic which were not yet borne. 
| Then thebrother imbrued his ſauage hands in 
thebloud of his brother. Then Nature turned 
vnnaturall ; nor euer doc we heare of croſſes in 
and by thecreature, til] ſinne brought curſes in-} 
[to the world. This is it then that troubled Na- 
cure; this is it which yet like Abab troubles Iſraek 
It were our wiſdomethen,to trouble it; if we 
|louc vurowne peace, not to beat peace with it, 
but continually to fight again(tit by true repen- 
| 'rance, So {hould the earch yeeld her kindly 
cncreaſe, norſhould we need hereafter to feare 
or burning of her fruits by winds, or ſhrinking 
|. of themby vawholcſome dewes. Would wee 
'powre downe {howres of teares, huw eafily 
; | might weprocure ſhowres of raineto quell ſuch 
| | windes, and to waſh. away {ſuch Mildewes, 
| when they fall? Burto complaine of our ſmant- 
| | ing by theſe rods, or to bee querulous againſt 

| 

| 

| 


theſefecond cauſes, and notto heed the hand of 
[the chiefe mouer, whatis it, bur with thofefoo- 
11{h people in Aulps Gellius, ro fight with the 
winde that dried vptheir waters ? or with vaine 
| Xerxes in Herodotus to bear the ge. that 
| roke 
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|cepracles of the melted ſnow from the moun- 
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broke downe his bridge. As in all other affli- 
ctions, {oin theſe we muſt obſerue the ſupreme 
agent, God himſclfe, that ſends them for our 


the windes blow and againe are hulhr, the aire! 


on the carth : and itreſts in his power to make 
ourland yet more barren, if wee continuediſo- 
bedicnr;orto fructific,if we repenr.It is reported, 
chat the riuer Nus makes the land barraine if 
in ordinary places it either flow vnder fiftcene 
cubirs, or aboue ſeuenteene : and therefore thar 
Preſter Tohn (through whoſe country ir runneth, 
and in which it ariſcth from the hils called the 
Mowntaines of the Moone) can at his pleaſure 


the river certaine vaſt ponds and {luces, the re- 


raines. Which that he may not doc, the Tikes 
whoarc now the Lords of AZgypt, pay a great 
has vnto him, as the Princes of that land 


haue done time out of minde : which tribute] 
whenthe great Twke not long fince denied to 
| pay, till by experiencche found this to be rue, 
he was afterwards forced with a greater ſumme 
of money to renuehis peace wich that Goucr- 
H 2 nour| 


—_ 


4 
— _ — 


and bis Mercy in| Mildew. | 


: * p 
good to profit by them : For at his command 


powres uut raincorfends downe Mildews vp-| . 


drowne a great partof Zgypt by letting outinto| 
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heauen andearth, who firs aboue vs, can at his 


the carth, fruicfull or barraine, by reſtraining or 


or ſnow,or ſtormy windes,but cuen whole yol. 
{lies and vollumes of curſcs moe than can bee 


{ Why then doe we taint theaire with rotten ſpee- 


ods Bleſiing in Blaſting, | 
nour of the AbiſSmes, and ro continue his an- 
cicnt pay. , The truch of this relation -I queſti- 
on not : mine author is borh of worth and 


credit eminent, aud the thing it ſelfe credible. 
But this weall bclecue, that the great Emperour of 


pleaſure make our land and all the regions of 


letting looſe the influences of his bleflings from 
aboue. Inreſpe&t whereof, beſides many other 
farre greater bonds of duty, we oweand ſhould 
pay vato hima continuall tute of thankfull 
obedience. This if we will not acknowledge 
and tender, hecan force vs; for hee hath dams 
and ponds rather, an whole Ocean of judge- 
ments in ſtore, which he can ( when it ſeemes 
him good) Jet downe vpon vs to make both 
cheland fruitleſſe, and the ſoulc it ſelfc accurſed 
chat rebellerh. Nor Blaſting onely, or Mildew, or 


fire,or haile,or lightniog,or thunder,or vapours, 


numbred, are preſt ro doe his will, to afflict and 


vexe them that grieue his good ſpirit by their 
{ins and reuoltings eſpecially from the truth. 


ches? 


ches ? Why doe we with oathes aud blaſphemies 
euen blaſt his heauens that can blaſt. our carth ? 
Why ſend we vp daily ſo many noyſome va- 
pours of our ſinnes, againſt himthat can ſend 
to vs ſo many wrathfull meſſengers of his dil. 
pleaſure? They of Tyre and Sydos (hall rife vp in 
iudgement againlt vs, ro condemne vs of folly. 
They would not Warre Þith Herod, becauſe their 
conntrey bas nouriſhed by the Kings land : And ſhall 


wee by continuance in theſe and other finnes, 


|daretheall-commanding Maicſtiethatis aboue, | 


by whoſe bleſlings rhe earth, heere below, mini. 
ftlreth ſeed tothe ſower, and bread to him that eateth ? 
Doe we ſo reward the Lord, 6 fooliſh people and ynwiſe? 
What are we ſtronger than he * or haue wee nor read 
it,that none can deliner ont of his hands? For how ſhall 
out whom no hand can worke and proſper, as 
it followeth in the next circumſtance? 

In all the labours of your bands) In all: It is an 
vniucrſall note, how ſhall wee take ir: In the 
largeſt ſenſe ; then it would include within the| 


of rrading, whether in their ſhips or-ſhops; at 
home or abroad,in their houſes, orin their fields 
and vineyards. If all their labours of whar 


te em 
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any hand warre againſt him and preuaile, with-| 


curſe, all cheir labours, wherher of tillage or| 
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kinde focuer, none excepted, were vnderſtood, | 
then their ſzeled bouſes Which they buil, and all the 
| workes of their mechanicall trades, ſhould hauc 
beene ſubicCtro Blaſting and Mildew, which werc 
childiſh rothiake. Therefore not to extend this 
vniuerſall note any further than che Propher 
| heere reacheth it: this ( Al ) bath a ſpeciall refe- 
renceto their workes of husbandry and tillage, 
in whicha great part of this people had becne 
and werenow conuerſant : for it is reported of 
| Nebuzaradan, the king of Babels Steward, aftcr 
the ſacking of Ieruſalem, that bee left of the poorer 
> King. 25. 12, | ſort of the people to dreſſe Vinezards,and to till the land. 
| But what then? did the Lord onely corre&t 
| Husbandmen? werenot all the reſt of that peo- 
ple, though notillers of ground, as much if nor} 
moreto be blamed, for not building the Tem- 

lc? for this was the principalt cauſc why thus 
the Lord (mote them : Yes, I ſmote you (ſaith he) 
in all the labours of your hands; hee meanes the 
whole people of the Tewes, for in that hecurſed 
the labours of the plough, the curſer2dounded| | 
ro others: of their works alſo. If thoſe: proſpe- 
|.  []rednot, all other labours and Labourers fared 

|? che worle for: it. 

Whence firſt obſcrue how much the happi- 
| | __neſſe] 
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neſlc or milcric of a people dependeth vpon the 


good'or ill fucceſle of the ploughmans labours 
"| and other parts of husbandrie : for if God blefſe 


Land and Countrey, Surely rhe noble hand of | 
ullage is that which feeds the world, the King allo 
(and he was the wiſelt and greatelt King that! 
ſaid it) con/i/teth by the field that #s tilled. Now if this 
hand that by Gods appointment reacheth meat 
ro all mouthes, be diſcouraged, deſpiſed, and 
' | weakaned, all other hands and hearts roo mull 
nceds grow the fainter; forall are made of clay, 
andas their ſubſtance came from the'carth, {o! 
muſt their ſuſtenancebe.raken thence, and how 
{ is that but ſpecially by tillage 2 Some wretched 
| courſes of life, as the Yſurers, the Brokers, the 
| Proieftors, the Monopolitts, and rhe like gaphe- 
rivg.boſt of Dan, are as the.ſplcenc, the fuller and 
biggerrheir bags Are, theicancr and.jan ker gocs 
it-with the Common=-wealth-: and on the-con> 
trary , the leſlc ſuch fill: and chriue, the fatter 


| the Husbandman is astheliuer ; ifit proſper, all 
| fare the berterfor it ;; if it waſte, ir proucs Mactes 
in corpore toto,a conſumprionto the whole. There- 


not thelc, it is a correction vpon. the wholet 


-\Eccleſ. 5,8. 


growes the body of the:State. Bur-thecalling of P 


| fore ro op the plough, tis in Gods account ro 


; ſtaruc| 
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Eſay 5.9. 


Hab.2. 1o- 


| houſe, and field to field, till there be no place for the poore, 
Eſay5., + that ſothey may be placed by themſelaes in the midjFof the 


| pertaines a }/oe, and he cries it ſo loud, that ano- 


A 


farue at leaſt the poore. Such then as decay 
both houſes and husbandric, by ioyning houſe to 


earth, are neither («/ars friends, nor the Com-! 
mon-wealchs, no nor their owne : for this is in 
mine eares, ſaith the Lord of hoſts ; this ſinne cries 
ſo high, that he doth not only heare ir, bur it is a 
continuall vexation vnto him, (as if it wereſome 
ringing in his carcs that he would be rid of) or 
aninceſſant clamour that night and day impor- 
trunarely ſolicited iuſtice. and called for ven- 
geance: For this, faith he, ſhall their owne houſes one 
day be deſolate. Yea to ſuch (faith char Prophet) 


therafter him anſwers like an Eccho, Woe, for 
they couet an euill conetouſneſſe, and conſult ſhame to| 
their owne bouſes, whiles by deſtroying many people they| 
make their poſſeſcions fields of bloud, purchaſed in et- 
Fect with the hazard of theliuces of Gods inheri- 


| 


| 


rance for want of food : for howcan they be but 
encmies to the lives of many, that hinder thoſc} 
labours which ſhould feed all? and which when 
God {miterh, he would hauc it noted as'a corre- 
ion onthe whole Nation, though the curſe 


fall immediatly bur vpon the works of the Hul- 


band- 
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bandman, as here, T /qote you in all the labours of 
your hands, atid yet all theſe labours (to ſpeakel 
| properly) were but the labours of the Machand- 
man. Which againerhus offercth anotherleſſon 
to vs: | | 
Thatthe {innes of a whole Land or people 
are ſometimes corrected but in ſome one or 
another calling or trade of life, by not bleſſing 
which the Lord yet would chaſten all. The neg-} 
left of building rhe Temple was generally the| 
fault of all, of thePrieſt as of the people, of the| 
| Goucrnours as of the commonſort, of Tradef- 
menasof Ploughmen ; yetas if the Husband- 
man had beene more negligent thanall the reſt, 
(which is more than can beproucd) his labours 
are ſmitten for all the reft, and in them all are 
ſmitten. As when the wholebody is ſicke, the| 
Surgeon labours tocure it, by opening a veinc 
inſomeonepartor other, by which bh doth 
| abaterhe rankeneſle of the humours in all the 
reſt : ſo ro medicine a finfull ftate or people, | 
ſometimes the Lord {mites them in the hand of 
husbandry, When it ſowes much and brings but ina| 1g, «.6. 
little: ſomerimes he lets them bloud in the arme 
of rhe ſouldiery When he goes not forth with their Ar-| Plal #9. 43- 
| mies fo battell, bur takes away the edge of their ſword : 
= I 
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Gods Plefing in: Blaſting, 


er] — — 
| | "OT in:one: calling, \ſometimes in ano- 
EE irher, ſomerimesar once in a many zyctallis bur 
'as phlebotomie, or letting/of bloud in ſome pars, 
|tocaſcrho whole of that {uperfluiry of vices that 
! would deftroy ir. 
If then the Lord at this time hh made, not 
| | our Vine dreſſers tabowle, for wee may ſay of our 
| land; as the Poet doth of AZgypt, Terra ſuis conten- 
| tabonis, and it hath no'{tch neede of theſe : but 
giobrit. if he rath made our Hushandmen aſhamed becauſe 
| | of the harueſd; if our Clochiers to mourne be- 
| |cauſe' bf the wooll and the flaxc ; if the poore 
j ro'\cric ( murmure they ſhould not? that haue 
| mourhes and no mcat, hands, ang, no. worke, 
| ; which ( God bee mercifullro.vur nation };is a 
{doublemiſerie; thinke thus with our ſ{clues, all] 
| {ſorts haue fanes? as well as theſe-: For wee fall 
| {away more and more. - The Whole body ts facke, though 
| _ {the pbyſicke be applicd to ſome parrs., Yet nei- 
theris this but an argument of Gods metcy, 
| | whoasa ſhepherd, ſends his barking dogs of 
| dearth and pouerty after vs i his wandring 
| '  |{hecpg notre deuoure vsbut ro.redyce ys to his 
| (fold, and to keepe vs within'the compaſle of 
obochiinice te his lawes. Surely hee meancs our 


| goodinall this : for as:a man: ſufferech thoſc 
| bealts| 
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beaſts which he appointerh ſhortly to bet flaine, 
co goe in his deepeſt paſtures and to' breake'his 


hedges withourreſtraint, ro the end they maybef} 


ſooner farted for the ſhambles, bur keepes ſhor- 
ter ſuch as he purpoſerh ro keepealine; ſo dea- 
leth theLord with vs : in leh 

ons henow abridgeth our land of that fulneſle 
which we ourfſclues deſire, and ſuffers vs not to' 
tranfgreſſe his ſtatutes without controlement, 


itistQ preſerue vs: did cither- hee intend ourt - 


{laughcer, we ſhould ( it may be) nor want-a 
richer feeding :or would wee amend our liues, 
we ſhould nor lacke it, mighr it be good for vs. 
But hee knowes that fulneſſe of bread, through 
mans corruption cauſcth much filthineſle. This 
if our former plenty haue broughr- forth, hee: 


purpoſeth in mercy to purge vs, and to-make| 
 |vs firfor berter bleſſings ; of which wecannor; 
be capable till he hath cmptied our ſoules of 
their naturall defilednefſe, and cleanſed them by} 


tofling vs vp and downein ſame waters of af-} 


fiction. Your ſelucs will haue your cups and 
glaſſes ſcowred ſometimes in falr, cinto which 
you powre your wine or oylec,'but care not to; 
hauethe troughs waſhed, in which-are ſerued 
your dogs or{wine. Touching ſuch as Þi#b the 


y theſe corredti-| 


| 


[3 
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dog| 


Exekt 6.4% 


——ETA, 
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8&5 Gods Bleſiing a B laſting, | 
6, dog returne £0 is oonit, and with the ſwine that was 
Reu.2z. 21, * | waſhed to ber Wallowing in the mire, 1s that ſaid, He 
© | {| thats filtbylet bimbefiltby; bur chus he ſpeakerh 
| | |cochem whomhe hath appointed to be veſlels 
Efay 1. of glory ; Bee holy, for I am holy. And again, 
Waſh ye, make ye cleanz ; and if at his perſwaſton 
they will notwaſhthemſclucs by repentance in 
reares, he will make them doe ir by troubles ; 
foritis.a worke which hee will haue done, to 
which while his people doc norcheercfully con- 
| ſecrate their hands, he can curlethem in other 
labours of their hands, as here, I ſmate you in all 
| che labors of your bands, | 

hall] Theſc all, are properly bur all the la- 
bours of the Husbandman ( as hath beene ſaid) 
yet becauſc-all ſmarted whiles but theſe were 
{micten, heſpeakes ic indefinitely to all, nor cx- 
| cluding any, T ſmote you in all the labours of your 
bands. 

Which in che third place lights another can- 
dleto let vs ſee how we ought to /ympatbiſe one 
with another, in thoſe ſcuerall aftlifctions that 
 |befall vs. I would vtter it inthis propoſition : 
| The crofles that befall others in their lawful] 
callings, doing their honelt endeuours, wee | 
ſhould cftceme partly our own, hg | 
| | [0 at 
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{ment of thelaw : and indeed fo it is, For Jour: 
[be fulfilling of the law. Thee places are Scriprure 
| enough forproofe': may it pleaſe you to con- 


| wealthiscalled a body,fundry callings andcon: | 


| ditions of-men therein, .arcas parts. organicall, 


| and his Mercy in Mildey. 


[tharruleof the Apoſtle;  Beare yee: one anthers 
burden, and ſo fulfill the law of, Chriſt. So he {peakes, 


as if compathon werethe fulneſſe and comple- 


[ceiue the reafon of the dury thus; ACommon- 


| or members of the ſame : There is an head of 
gouernment tharrules all; an cie of counſelthar 
{ces for all ; a rongue of viterance thar/iprakes 
forall; armes of valourthatfightforall hands 
of labour that worke forall. Somecallings arc 
| the leggs which ſupportthereſt ; as theCtothi: 
[ers and others which are-conucrlant: about the 
[{taplecommoditics of the land; others as feerof 
jrraffique for commuration to tranſport therelt. 
Now all theſe as fellow membersſhould worke | 
for the good of all; and ſhould beſocombined} 
in affection, thatthe hurting or weakening of| 
any one, ſhould make the relt ſenſible of hurt| 
donero chem.. For mmftance ; If buttheiabours| 
ofthe Husbandmanbe blafted, all ſhouldifeele| 
it, as if them(ſelucs were ſmitten. It Merchandiſe 

and Merchants Ships'that plough the fſcafor vs| 
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otherſad diſaſters at Sea or Land.: If Clothiers' 
and clorhing,the ancicar honour and rich com- 
modiry ef our-Nation .goc downe, all other; 
Trades and men of other callings ſhould haue a 
fellow feeling of thoſe miſeries: yeaall ſhould 
- pirtic, all ſhould cndcuoura redrefle, or pray tor 
ir; the Prince as the Peſant, rhe Indge on the 
Bench, as the Priſoner ar the Barte ; he that hol- 
deth the Pike, as hee that handleththe Pen ;rhe 
night-ſtadent, as the day-labourer ; for the 
whole body cannor beperfectly whole, if any 
| part be wounded. And therefore, if one member 
| /uffer, all ſhould ſuffer with it. Bur if in ſtead of 
commiſeration' and cotmpaſhon one towards 
| another in our feucrall callings,there be nothing 
bur repining againſt, and vadermining of one 
another: If the Tenant enuy.his Landlord,and 
| the. Landlord ſct ſuch rents on his grounds, that 
the Tenant cannor-liue with comfort : If the 
Leuite frer at the Lawyers fulneſſc,and the Law- 


by his owneclaime: If moſt maligne rheCour- 
tier, and the begging Courtier would ſquiſe 


to bring inriches, and arethe walls of an land, | 
be diſcouraged by Pyrars, and rempelts, or any} 


—— 


en 


| pragndge at the Leuites portion, whichis Gods | 


all as{punges: If moſt abhor the Souldier, = 
| thc 
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the bloudy Souldier deſareto prey vponall as a| 
Vultur on dead carkaſles :\'If fomewould thaue|: 
pn to oppreſiethe poore, and others would 
auc war, io rob the rich: If ſome would haue 
the ſeas open to returne v5 forraine wanities;:for| 
the neceſlarics of the lahd; ahdothers-pray fot | 
times of repriſall, agajige tobe fiſhing;4n rrou: 
bled waters, { though goods {o.gotrch atſca,and | 
God. knowes how, |hauc-ftratgely; melted-in | 
the hands of 'wany ſince they: Jandel): If thus 
one ſort bite and deuoure auother,., let Tos: take' heed 
({fairbthe Apoſtle!) left :Webe devoured axe:of anc- 


ther, | :Fourthly, take notice thence of -6his:1n+| 
I {truction ;  prelg E2E | 


Thart.when God blefſerh-nat, no labourpro- 
{percth, how honeltor commodious {oeuerthe| 
calling be wherein we labour. A more: lawfull| 
calling than that of cillage can be:none:; It had 


Patriarch that ſuruiued the oldwozld, Jiued to 


rillche new alſo; and:I/aacckatypeot Chriftcur-|Genaen, 
| ned-Fiusbandman!” Eſha: the; Propbeticwas a | 
Ploughman, aad-the greateſt Kings haue; de: |r Kings 19.19. 
lighted both in the praiſe of it;as Sulomon,; and ip jEcdeſs.8. 

thepiaGile of its; as /3aiab. And. thatthe grea- |» Cbr.a6ao. 


reſt 


| God forthe firikAnthor, and ddam thefolebeire 'Gen3.19. 
of the world forthe firſt Practitioner. 'Noab:the) 65525 
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Eſay.28, 26, 


Tohn 15.1: | 


Ecclel. 5-8. 


| mans heartreformed, Gggs busbandrie ; his owne 


| kirchin boy are fed by them ; or the excellencie 
| thereof, in that they nouriſh life, which gold 


| focuer elſc he was, ſweetly conueycd to our vi- 


telt ſhould not be aſhamed to learnethe myſte-| 
ric of it, theLord(who isgreatcrthan all) is ſaid 
to teach it, for thus the Prophetof the Husband-| 
man, His God inſtrafteth bim. Chriſt yer the more! 

rograce it,hath called his Father an Husbandman, 
his Churcha' field, his Miniſters labourers in it ; 


word, the feed:; good works, the fruits, Angels| 
the reapers, and the generall iudgement the Lord: 
great harueſl. Nor is it more honelt than victull, 
for the abundance of the earth is oner all, thatis, there 
isno. worldly thing comparable to the reuehues 
of the carth, whether:we _ the vniuerſalicic 


of their vic, in that all cuen from the Kingto thek 


and ſiluer cannot doe. The carth as an Oliue 
berrie hath our food without, not within ; her 
| mincs and merals arc too bard forourdigeſtion,} 
| nor need weto digge into her wombefor meat; 
if we doe bur fearch her out-ſides, or draw fur- 
rowes in her ſurface, we ſhall finde ſtore of moſt 


precious and vſcfull riches. This, &ſope,or who- 


derſtanding in rhat parable of the Husband- 


1 


man, who when he died, cold his ſonnes that he] 
| "1 ma 


— 
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{derground in his vincyard : which they digged 


" bh 


' wearicth himſcltfe.. . 


| workes; begunne,continued,and cnded in him, 
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had left vnto them gold, buricd bura little vn- 


all ouer after his death, bur gold they found 
| none ; yet by ſtirring themould abour the roots 
of their Vines, the next yeeres vintage proucd ſo 
plentifull, as made good the old mans promiſe 
in cftect, according to the ſenſe, not the ſound 
of his words. So that whether wee confider' 
the honeſty or the vſc of ir, this calling for 


| 


as vſcfull as it is, when God is nor pleaſed to 
blefle the endeuours of ir, they cannot proſper. 
To buildan houſe, or to watch acitie,are both lawfaull 


workes, is cue laudable : yer if Gods fauour be 
not preſent to Þorke in theone, and to Watch for 
the otber, the Pſalmiſt faith, that both. theſe are m 
vaine. It is not earely riſing, or going late to bed, but 
the bleſsing of God that maketh rich: And this hath 


| quandam vninerſalem influentiam in onmia opera bona, | ' 
| an vniuerſall influence into all good cndcuours, 


which when God will rcſtraine, in vaine man 


Be this then eucrjin our memorie, in all our 


worldly things hath no fellow: Yet as honeſt, | 


cnough; and to beſedulous and vigilantin theſe] 


| 


Pſal.127.2. | 


ſtill ro depend on his goodneſle, and ſo to glo- 


 rific | 


Cs. — 


Prou.lo, 23. | _ 


—_ 
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Pfal.46. 4. 


[{elfe ſhould beſerto croſle vs. W hen an Alder- 


Gods Bleſing in Blaſting, | 
rific his name: Foras without the influence of 
his bleſſing, no labour of ours can make vs 
thrive; ſo with irand by itall ourlawfull works 
(hall proſper, though che world and maliceir 


% 


man of London was giuen to vnderſtand by a! 


| Terme and Parliament ro Oxford ; hee asked' 


Courticr, that Queene Mary in her diſplealure! 
againſt the ciry, rhreatned thenceto diuerr both} 


of him the queſtion, whether ſhe would turne 
thither the Channell of the Thames or no; if} 
not, faid he, by the grace of God we ſhall doe 
well cnough. When either enuy of meaner men 
repineth, or theanger of greaterperſons rageth 


vO 
againſt our thriuing, wee ſhall doe well to re- 


S-, 
member that there is « 7iner Whoſe /lreames ſhall 
make glad the city of God : a current (I meane ) of | 
Gods bleſſings, which while he vouchſatech to 
our honeſt labours and lawtull callings, no ma- 
lice of man or deuill ſhall cucr be able ro ſtop 
or auert. So whiles this riuer of God keepes its 
courſe, we {hall doe well enough : bur if his. 
hand for our ſinnes turnc it aſ{1de ( as it were) in- 
ro another channel; no wonder then if wee 
proſper not in all e labours of our bands. 

Laſtly, hence obſcrue; char it is a juſt rhing 
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with God norto bleſſe them in their workes, 
that negle& his worke. The point riſcth thus : 
The building of the Temple was Gods worke 
( for this he had enioyned them ) bur the rilling 


of their grounds, and drefling of their 'Vine- 


ro doethe former, therefore Godcurſt them in 
the latter: I /mote you, ſaith he, in al! the labonrs of 
your hands. 

Toomitorher proofe of a doctrine ſoplaine, 
cuen that of the Prophet ſhall now ſerue the 


negligently. Hence inferrethis concluſion ; If che 
{not builders of the Temple bee accurſed, how 
ſhall the pullers of 'ir downe looke for a 
bleſling ? W 
Bur what is this to ys? we pull it not downe. 
True : yet if we benot builders of it, we are as 


Churchesto build: beir ſo ; yer the Lord hath 2 
worke for cuery one of vs ; yea, a Temple 
| which yer mf} be builr by vs, or wee areaccur- 
ſed. What isthat ? S. Jerome vpon this place in- 
formes vs ; It is tobuild op our ſelues a Temple ronto 
God, ropon Chriſt Teſus the foundation and the Corner 
Stone; according to that of the Apoſtle, Edifie! 
| K 2 your 


yards were their workes : They were negligent 


rurne, (w/ed i he that doth the worke of the Lord 


and his Mercy in Mildew. | 


culpable as theſe Tewes. Yea but wee haue no! 


| 


1 Cor.3.11, 


ler.48. Io 


1 Pet. 2. 


Iude 20. vs 
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Pſal.132.14s 


Ierem.7.4,5. 
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your ſelues in your moſt boly Faith, Yea the Prophet 
kremy tcls vs what this Templcis, Truſt not in tyinz 
words, ſaying the Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the 
L ord : The Temple of the Lord( faith he) are theſe( as 
tis inthelalt cranſlation: ) what are thoſe? It 
followeth in the fatr verſe, To redreſſe 0ur waies and 
our Workes, to execute iudgement betweene man and man, 
not to oppreſſe the ſtranger, or the fatherleſſe, or the Wwi- 
dow ; to ſhed no innocent bloud, nor to walke after other 
Gods,exc. For this ti the will, yea and the worke 
of God coo, Een our ſantification, 1 Thefſ. 4.3. 
Againe, Saint Paul tells vs what it is;The Tem- 
ple of God us holy, which yeare, 1 Cor. 3. 17, Sothen 
we our ſclucs are thiz Temple, which muſh bee 
built in fatth, Jude verſe 20. and renewed in knowledge, 
Col.3. 10. andreedified by loue, 1 Cor. 8.1. and repa;- 
red by repentance : for thus ſaiththe Lord ; The 
heauen is my Throne, and the earth tr my foot/Joole, 
Where is that heuſe that ye will build vnto me, and where 
# that place of my reſt, Eſay 66.1. He anſwers in the 
next verſe, To him will ] looke,euen to him that is poore 
and of a contrite ſpirit, and trembleth at my words, This | 


| chen is the ſpiritaall Temple of the Lord, the 


new man is thenew Temple ; Thu is bis reſt for 


| ener, heere will be dwell, for bee hath a delight therein. 


The Babylonians defaced the firſt maccriall Tem- 
ple, 
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| ple,and the lewes were charged to build it againe, 


which while they negleftedro doc, God /mote 
themin all their labowrs. The gholily enemie of 
our ſoules, through enuic and malice hath raz=d 
and demoliſhr in vs that goodlyframe of inno-; 
:zency, in which we were crearcd at firſt, after 
Gods owne image, in righteouſneſſe and true bolineſſe. 
Now this the mercitull God -would, thould be 


| built againe, -andrhus calls vþon vs to: doe it : 
| Berenewed in the ſpirit of your minde, Epbeſ. 4.2.3. and 


Put on the new man Which ts renewed in knowledge after 
the Image of him that created him, Col. 3. 10. This 1s 
his worke, and if we makeit nor ours alſo, that 


| is, By Working out our owne [aluaticn with feare and 


trembling, how iaſtly may the Lord curſe vs in 
all our labours, as he did this people? Either 
chen ler vs attend Gods husbandrie , Gods building, 


tharis, the reformation of our ſelues and others,] - 


orlooke not that hee ſhould proſper our 'Hul- 
bandry, or wharſocuer labourelſe is ours: In 
vaine ſhall we purpoſe ro preuenr Blaſting and 
Mildew by carly ſowing, if we repent roo late. 
If we will not plough yp our hearts with a godly 


ſorrow; that the ſeed of this bord may take roat;|. 


and bring forth fruit, he can make our ſecd-to 


rot ynder the clods, orby corrections mocthan| | 
N20 We} 


Phil.2. 12, 


1 Cor.3. 9, 


Jer. 4. 4- "_ 


Oe EEE 


-— . 
70 | Gods Bleſiing in Blaſting, 
we can imagine, {mite it in- its growth, and 
cuen fruſtrate our faireſt hopes, be we ncuer fo 
Skilfullin chufing of the ſoileto ſowe in, or in 
obſeruing of the {caſon. It we would that our 
carthly affaires ſhould proue ſuccesfull, our! 
greatelt care ſhould be, firſt, to ſecke the kingdome 
of God, and to recouer that by Chrilt which we 
loſt in Adam. A Perſian King (wereit Darius Hy- 
flaſpis, or Xerxes, it is not certaine ) when the 
Grecians had taken from him Sardi a famous ci- 
ric in Aſiathe leſſe, in Saint Þbns time one of the 
ſcuen Churches, charged thateuery day at din-| 
ner, one {peaking aloud ſhould remember him, | 
that the Grecians had taken the citie Sardi from 
him. Beloued, wee hauc luſt more than a citie : 
we hauc loſt our ſoules, which are of more 
worth than all the world beſides, i*Chriſt doc 
not reſcue them from the hands: of Satan. O 
thenthat we would giue our Redeemer no reſt by 
| _ | inceflantpraicrs,till hedeliuervs, andrepaire our 
raines, O that ſtill we would bce calling vpon! 
him to remember his loſſe and ours, ( for 
| ours is his ) till we haue regained by him, that 
which ar firſt was taken from vs by the enemie, 
cuen the Image of our God after which wee 
| werecreated, This is the Templeof rhe —_ 
| and 


{ 


| _ and his Mercy m Mildew. 


| and how ſhould we mourne in our ſoules, and 
giue the remples of our head no reſt, till We haue found 
out in our ſclucs a place for this Temple of the 


Lord, that we may be a ſpirituall habiration for 
the mighty God of-laakeb 2 Yea this ſhould bee! 


of our ſoules; in which worke alone to thriue 
were cuen felicitic enough, though we did not 
proſper in any worldly labour. Burt alas, roo 
many of vs haue too great a part in the ſecond 
generall part. of my text, which may ſpeake 
to vsasto this people ; Net yee haue not: returned 
to me, ſaith the Lord. Loſe not the fruit of your! 
patience (I beſeech you ) in the laſt at : and 
rouching this I ſhall haue donein a word; for 
heere I ſhall buc point at ſome few ſuch things 
as” might hence be noted, and leauethemro 
be enlarged and applied by your owne me- 
ditations. | > 

. As firlt, the goodneſſe of God in his correQi- 
| ons of vs, that he intends chem to be bur dire- 
| tions and inſtructions, to reach vs how to re- 


our care {tll,by repentanceto reedifie FEE WR | 


| turne vato him, forthatwas the end herewhere-| 


| fore he ſmore this pcopie, that they ſhould re- 
rurne:; and it is his aimein all thoſe-afflictions 


which heſends and welſuffer, for all ſuch ==vwan' 


; | | arc 


\ 
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© Gods Blefing mn Blaſting, | 


 |ſper, 


| 
: 


are wawem, ſuch nocuments are documents to 


mt. 


them whom he chaſtens in loue. | 

Secondly, theilnefle of man in his corrupti- 
ons, that he is a runnagate from his God, and 
cucn then vnwilling to be reuoked from; his! 
wandcrings, when God yer layes ſuch crofles in 
his way, oe if he returne not, hecannot pro- 


Thirdly , the incfficacic or inſufficiencic of 
aflitions, which of themſclues are neuer able 
to reduce vs to our Fathers home, if they benot 
ſanRifed to vs, or we rather vnto them. Thus 
wee findeit in the parable of the Prodigal, thar 
it was notſo much the ſenſe of his owne miſc- 
ric, asthe confidence he had in his fathers mer- 
cic, which made him returne with this reſolu-} 
tion, I will goe to my fatber. It as he had ſpent his] 

ortion, he had. alſo loſt the comfortable aſſu- 
rance of his fathers louc and relenting good-| 
nefle to re-accept himyhe had ſtill wallowed in| 
his ſins, and ſtaicd by the trough with his vn-| 
cleanefellow-feeders : for affiictions of them- 
{clucs arcof a deſtroying nature ; as corafiues| 
they car, but rhey cure not; and therefore corre- 
tions if they be miniſtred vnto vs not corre- 
&cd, not fanctiticd to vs by grace,of themſclues 
(as 


— —C___ — 


| 


and his Aﬀercy in Mildew. 


(as poiſons) may doc hurt, but can profit vsno- 
thing to conuerſion. O Lord, thou haſt ſmitten them 
(ſaith the Prophet) but they bane not returned -onto! 
thee. In all our afflictionsthen, ler this euermore 
be our prater, that we may profit by them, leſt 


| L 
Te 


it may befaid to vs, as S. Auſtine ſpeakes of the: 
Romany, who were not bertered by thicir trou- 
bles ; Perdidiſtis otilitatem calamitatir, & miſerrimi 
fafti eftis, & peſſimi permanſiſtis : Calamitics haue| 
done you no good; ye haue beene afflicted, and 
yet are as ill afftefted as cuer. When phylicke|. 
works not with the Patient, what comfore 2! 
[When croſſes teach not, what hope? And there-| | 
fore (good Lord) mingle thy grace with thy 
rods,that they may driue ys home tothee, whole] 
armes of mercy are cuer open to recciuc the pe- 
nitcat ; That ſo ſuffering with our Sauiour, we 
| &nay reigne with him, and comeat length ro 

© thatkingdome of reſt, where thou wilt | 

wipe away all teares and feares 

| from our cycs. 


F FNT2 


